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UNDERSTANDING THE NEW YORK STATE  
UNIFIED SOLAR PERMIT REVISION 

What’s new?

The revision to the Unified Solar Permit includes the 
following highlights:

•	 Elimination of contractor self-certification statements. 

•	� Supplemental requirements for plan review and 
inspections are provided.

•	� System sizes have been increased to match the New York 
State standardized interconnection requirements. 

•	� Pole-mounted and ground-mounted systems are now 
eligible. 

•	� A new tool, Understanding Solar PV Permitting and 
Inspecting in New York State, was created. This tool 
contains many resources to help inspectors and  
areas having jurisdiction (AHJ) perform a thorough  
review of all solar PV systems in their jurisdiction.  
nyserda.ny.gov/solarguidebook

FAQS
Why was the Unified Solar Permit revised?

The permit was revised to be more user friendly, reflect 
updated requirements, and incorporate feedback from code 
officials around the State.

Who should use the newly developed Understanding 
Solar PV Permitting and Inspecting in New York 
State tool?

This tool was designed to be a resource for code officials, 
third party inspectors, and others interested in solar PV 
inspections and permitting.

Is a resolution adopting the “new” permit needed? 

The “new” permit is simply a revised version of the current 
permit.  Municipalities have sole discretion over additional 
adoption processes. 

Who do I contact with questions on this document?

The NY-Sun PV Trainers Network is available to assist  
AHJs with any questions regarding the Unified Solar Permit. 
Visit training.ny-sun.ny.gov and click on the “Technical 
Assistance” tab to submit your request.

SUN-GEN-uspfaq-fs-1-v1     10/16

NY-Sun, a dynamic public-private partnership, will drive growth in the solar industry and make solar technology more affordable for 
all New Yorkers. NY-Sun brings together and expands existing programs administered by the New York State Energy Research and 
Development Authority (NYSERDA), Long Island Power Authority (LIPA), PSEG Long Island, and the New York Power Authority (NYPA),  
to ensure a coordinated, well-supported solar energy expansion plan and a transition to a sustainable, self-sufficient solar industry.

https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/solarguidebook
https://training.ny-sun.ny.gov/

