
Energy Code Enforcement Training

Communities and Local Government Team at NYSERDA

A High-Impact Action for the Clean Energy Communities Program 
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Clean Energy Communities Program
Provides rewards and recognition to city, town, village, and county governments that demonstrate 
clean energy leadership

STEP 1: Earn the Clean Energy Communities designation by completing 4 out of 10 high-impact 
actions

STEP 2: Access grant funding, up to $250K with no local cost share, to support additional clean 
energy projects

Dedicated and knowledgeable local coordinators are available to assist communities as they 
implement high-impact actions i.e. free on-demand technical support, decision support, step-by-step 
guidance, case studies, model ordinances, RFPs, etc.
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10 High-Impact Actions
1. Benchmarking
2. Clean Energy Upgrades
3. LED Street Lights
4. Clean Fleets
5. Solarize
6. Unified Solar Permit
7. Energy Code Enforcement Training
8. Climate Smart Communities Certification
9. Community Choice Aggregation
10. Energize NY Finance
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Energy Code Enforcement Training
• The Energy Code is a minimum building standard for energy efficiency, applicable to 

new construction and renovation of commercial and residential buildings in New York 
State. 

• The Energy Code is a complex document and one of nine building codes in New York 
State, making implementation and enforcement complex and time consuming. 

• Since buildings represent roughly 60% of New York’s total energy consumption, there is 
significant opportunity for energy savings through improved Energy Code compliance. 

• This free training which will take place in your community focuses on what code 
enforcement officials need to know about the Energy Code in the context of its 
practical application on active construction projects. 
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Requirements
Demonstrate completion of the Energy Code Enforcement Training action by submitting the 
following documentation:
• Enroll in the Clean Energy Communities Energy Code Enforcement Training Module by 

sending an email to cec@nyserda.ny.gov.   
• Take part in a preliminary meeting between the NYSERDA training provider, the local code 

enforcement officer and at least two other municipal officials followed by collaborative plans 
review and joint onsite inspection of two (2) building projects in the municipality. The entire 
building department staff is encouraged to participate. 

• Participate in a presentation by the NYSERDA Training Provider summarizing results of the 
module, including key considerations and guidance for moving forward.  Once complete, you 
will receive a notification of completion email from the NYSERDA Training Provider.

• Submit a copy of this notification of completion email to earn credit for this action. 

mailto:cec@nyserda.ny.gov


6

Step-by-Step Guidance
Step 1 - Customer enrolls in the Clean Energy Communities Energy Code Enforcement Training Module by 
sending an email to cec@nyserda.ny.gov.

Step 2 - NYSERDA training provider will contact you to schedule a preliminary meeting.

Step 3 - In-office meeting between NYSERDA Training Provider, the local code enforcement officer and at least 
two other municipal officials. NYSERDA Training Provider will discuss the following:

• Process for completing the module, including an explanation of the types of projects that are 
candidates for the module

• Current energy code enforcement processes and practices employed by the municipality

• Copies of the following documents, provided in advance of the meeting:
o Compliance documents checklists
o Plan review checklists
o Field inspection checklists
o Bluebeam Studio Session informational sheet

mailto:cec@nyserda.ny.gov
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Step-by-Step Guidance (cont.)
Step 4 – NYSERDA Training Provider and customer complete collaborative plan review of two different new 
construction projects in the municipality. Depending on the complexity of the project and construction 
documents, the customer will give NYSERDA Training Provider the opportunity to review the plans for energy 
code compliance prior to the collaborative plan review meeting.  Collaborative plan review meeting will take 
place in-person or by Bluebeam Studio Session, whichever the customer prefers. NYSERDA Training Provider 
will provide the customer with a de-brief report following the collaborative plan review meeting. 

Step 5 - NYSERDA Training Provider and customer complete collaborative field inspection of two different new 
construction projects in the municipality for all required inspections detailed in C/R104 of the energy code. 
The entire building department staff is encouraged to participate. NYSERDA Training Provider will take photos 
of the job site to document compliance deficiency or examples of successful compliance. NYSERDA Training 
Provider will provide the customer with a de-brief report following the collaborative field inspection.

Step 6 - NYSERDA Training Provider will present to the customer the results of the module, including key 
considerations and guidance for moving forward. 

Step 7 - NYSERDA Training Provider will send the customer an email confirming completion of the module.
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The Bottom Line

Local government officials that implement Energy Code Enforcement 
Training can expect to:

 Receive free training in the community

 Focus on the practical application of the code

 Save energy at a community-wide scale
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Contact

Communities and Local Government 
New York State Energy Research and Development Authority (NYSERDA)
Email: cec@nyserda.ny.gov

www.nyserda.ny.gov/cec

mailto:cec@nyserda.ny.gov
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