
 

1 
 

NY-Sun Commercial / Industrial Incentive Program 
    Program Opportunity Notice (PON) 3082 

$271,468,988.00 Available 
                             September 8, 2016 

 
 

 

 

 

The New York State Energy Research and Development Authority (NYSERDA) offers performance-based 
incentives for the installation of new grid-connected solar photovoltaic (PV) systems greater than 200 kW that 
offset the use of grid-supplied electricity. PV systems must be sized primarily to serve project load. Funding for the 
NY-Sun Incentive Program (“Program”) has been allocated by the New York State Renewable Portfolio Standard 
and Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative and the Order Authorizing Funding and Implementation of the Solar 
Photovoltaic MW Block Programs, dated April 24th, 2014 

.  Incentives will be granted on a first-come, first-served basis, and PV incentive applications will be accepted 
through December 29, 2023, or until funds are fully committed, whichever comes first. Incentives available are 
subject to change.   

 
Eligible Contractors must submit a completed and signed Project Application package into a designated online 
Program platform/database https://nyserda-portal.force.com/CORE_CONAPP_Program_Page, as detailed in the 
NY-Sun Incentive Program Manual.  http://www.nyserda.ny.gov/All-Programs/Programs/NY-Sun/Project-
Developers/Commercial-Industrial-MW-Block 
 
 
Contractor Eligibility Application submission: Potential PV Contractors may submit one [1] clearly labeled, 
completed and signed Contractor Application package to: 
 

PV Installer:  Program Manager 
NYS Energy Research and Development Authority 
17 Columbia Circle 
Albany, NY 12203-6399 
Or by email to PVForms@nyserda.ny.gov.  

 
Contractor Application questions may be sent to PVForms@nyserda.ny.gov.  
All Contractual questions should be directed to Venice Forbes at (518) 862-1090, ext. 3507 or 
venice.forbes@nyserda.ny.gov.  All technical questions should be directed to: 
Commercial.IndustrialPV@nyserda.ny.gov. 
 
 
 
 Applications will not be accepted at any NYSERDA location other than the address above. If changes are 

made to this solicitation, notification will be posted on NYSERDA’s website at www.nyserda.ny.gov. 
 

NY-Sun Commercial / Industrial Incentive Program 
NY-Sun Incentive Applications and  

NY-Sun Contractor Applications  
May 4, 2015 through December 29, 2023 

By 5:00 PM Eastern Time** 

https://nyserda-portal.force.com/CORE_CONAPP_Program_Page
http://www.nyserda.ny.gov/All-Programs/Programs/NY-Sun/Project-Developers/Commercial-Industrial-MW-Block
http://www.nyserda.ny.gov/All-Programs/Programs/NY-Sun/Project-Developers/Commercial-Industrial-MW-Block
mailto:PVForms@nyserda.ny.gov
mailto:PVForms@nyserda.ny.gov
mailto:vwf@nyserda.org
mailto:Commercial.IndustrialPV@nyserda.ny.gov
http://www.nyserda.ny.gov/
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NY-Sun Commercial and Industrial Program  
The New York State Energy Research and Development Authority (NYSERDA) offers performance-based financial 
incentives for the installation of new grid-connected solar photovoltaic (PV) systems greater than 200 kW that 
offset the use of grid-supplied electricity.  PV systems must be sized primarily to serve project load.  
Funding for the NY-Sun Commercial and Industrial Program has been allocated by the New York State Public 
Service Commission through the Renewable Portfolio Standard (RPS) with additional funding made available 
through the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative (RGGI) for New York State (NYS) electricity customers.  and 
Order Authorizing Funding and Implementation of the Solar Photovoltaic MW Block Programs, dated April 24th, 
2014. 

Incentives will be allocated on a first-come, first-served basis and applications will be accepted on a rolling basis 
through December 31, 2023, or until funds are fully committed, whichever comes first.  
 
How Does the Program Work?  
The NY-Sun Commercial and Industrial Program provides incentives based upon the performance of the PV 
System as a function of annual energy production.  A detailed description of the Program and the terms and 
conditions under which it operates is provided in the NY-Sun Incentive Program Manual.  
http://www.nyserda.ny.gov/-/media/NYSun/files/Residental-SC-Program-Manual.pdf 
 
In addition to performance-based incentives, the program includes additional incentives for project installations in 
utility-identified strategic locations as well as projects that integrate energy storage or comprehensive energy 
efficiency.  Participating Contractors may invoice for project incentives in four separate increments: one invoice 
when the system is installed, interconnected, and commercially operational and one in each of the three 
subsequent consecutive years (Performance Period) based upon measured annual kilowatt hour (kWh) output of 
the PV system (System Actual Annual Energy Production). For details, see NY-Sun Incentive Program Manual, 
Metering requirements. 
  
Incentives are available for new customer-sited PV systems, greater than 200 kW per electric meter, that are 
connected to the electric distribution grid and displace utility provided electricity.  Prior to submitting applications for 
incentives, organizations must become a Participating Contractor by registering with the NY-Sun Commercial and 
Industrial Program. After completing the registration process, the organization will be provided access to the NY-
Sun Commercial and Industrial Program online applications platform.  Participating Contractors may submit 
applications for project funding under either of two tracks: Track One-Project Maturity, or Track Two-Financial 
Security 

 

To become a Participating Contractor in the NY-Sun Commercial and Industrial Program, interested parties must 
complete a Contractor Application Form in which they agree to abide by the terms and conditions of the NY Sun 
Incentive Program Participation Agreement. These documents are available on the NY-Sun website:   
http://www.nyserda.ny.gov/-/media/Files/FO/Current-Funding-Opportunities/PON-
2112/SampleParticipationAgreement.pdf 

 Applicants must also provide the following credentials:  

• Complete the PV Installation Experience section of the Application Form detailing three commercial-scale projects 
that entered into commercial operation in the past three years that, in aggregate, sum to at least 500 kW. These 
must be verifiable references for specific projects and be accompanied by a brief description of the systems 
installed and the applicant’s role in the project.  

OR 
 

• Indicate that your organization has successfully completed a PV project under any of the prior Competitive PONs 
that has been reporting data to the NYSERDA DG Integrated Data System website for at least three months.  

Participating Contractors are responsible for preparing and submitting all required PV Project Incentive Application 

http://www.nyserda.ny.gov/-/media/NYSun/files/Residental-SC-Program-Manual.pdf
http://www.nyserda.ny.gov/-/media/Files/FO/Current-Funding-Opportunities/PON-2112/SampleParticipationAgreement.pdf
http://www.nyserda.ny.gov/-/media/Files/FO/Current-Funding-Opportunities/PON-2112/SampleParticipationAgreement.pdf
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documentation to NYSERDA.  

Financial Incentives 

The incentive amounts identified on approved project applications in the NY-Sun Commercial and Industrial 
Program are Not-to-Exceed (NTE) values. The maximum dollar value of the NTE Incentive will be equal to the PV 
System Estimated Annual Energy Production for three years (Base Incentive) plus strategic location or integration 
incentives, when applicable.  

The Base Incentive for an eligible project is based on 3 years of PV System Estimated Annual Energy Production 
using a designated 13.4% Capacity Factor (CF) for fixed-mount systems, 16.0% CF for single-axis tracking, or 
17.5% CF for dual-axis tracking at the incentive associated with the block in which the project application is 
approved by NYSERDA.  

PV System Estimated Annual Energy Production is calculated in the following manner: 

PV System DC rating (kW) x 8760 hours x Designated Capacity Factor = PV System Estimated Annual Energy 
Production (kWh) 

The Base Incentive is calculated in the following manner: 

PV System Estimated Annual Energy Production (kWh) x Incentive ($/kWh) x 3 (yr) = Base Incentive ($) 

The NTE Incentive is equal to the Base Incentive, or, to the extent that the Contractor demonstrates that the 
project is sited at an Investor Owned Utility identified strategic location or includes storage or efficiency integration, 
as appropriate, the following incentives augment the Base Incentive: 

• Projects sited in strategic locations multiply the Base Incentive by 1.20 
• Projects integrating energy storage add $50,000 to the Base Incentive 
• Projects integrating energy efficiency add $50,000 to the Base Incentive 

The Base Incentive amount (excluding any strategic location, energy efficiency, and or energy storage incentives) 
for each PV Project may not exceed 50% of the total installed system costs for the PV project installation.  
Contractors are required to provide an estimate for the total installed costs for the PV Project and show that the 
Base Incentive amount is no greater than 50% of the total installed costs for the project. 

Limitation 
This solicitation does not commit NYSERDA to award a contract or to pay any costs incurred in preparing any 
application.  NYSERDA reserves the right to accept or reject any or all applications received, and to cancel in part 
or in its entirety the solicitation when it is in NYSERDA's best interest. 
 
Additional Information and Attachments 
Forms are available on the NY-Sun Website: http://ny-sun.ny.gov/. 

 

http://ny-sun.ny.gov/

