
  
 

 

*Proposals must be received by NYSERDA by 5:00 PM Eastern Time on March 18, 2013.  Late proposals will be 
returned.  Incomplete proposals may be subject to disqualification.  It is the bidder’s responsibility to ensure that 
all pages have been included in the proposal.  Faxed or e-mailed proposals will not be accepted.  Proposals will not 
be accepted at any other NYSERDA location other than the address above.  If changes are made to this solicitation, 
notification will be posted on NYSERDA’s web site at www.nyserda.org. 

Accelerated Recovery and Environmental Economics 
 Of Mercury and Acidic Deposition 

Program Opportunity Notice (PON) 2607 
$900,000 Available 

 
 
NYSERDA’s Environmental R&D Program seeks to increase the understanding and awareness of the 
environmental impacts of energy choices and emerging energy options, and to provide a scientific, technical 
foundation for formulating effective, equitable, energy-related environmental policies and resource management 
practices. The Program focuses on critical information needs and research gaps associated with electricity-related 
environmental issues relevant to New York State.  For more information on the Program, visit 
http://www.nyserda.ny.gov/Environmental-Research/EMEP.aspx. 
 
Electricity generation is a major source of nitrogen and sulfur oxides, fine particles, greenhouse gases, and air 
toxics such as mercury.  These pollutants are associated with acid deposition, smog, visibility degradation, climate 
change, and increased human and wildlife mortality and morbidity.  Environmental degradation associated with 
acid deposition and mercury can impose economic burdens by reducing the value of tourism, recreational and 
commercial fishing, scenic and industry resources, and an overall reduction in ecosystem services.   
 
This PON:  

Proposals Due: March 18th, 2013 by 5:00 PM Eastern Time* 

A. Seeks research projects related to acidification and/or mercury impacts on New York State’s ecosystems.  
Proposals must address one of the following topical areas: 1) environmental economics, or; 2) accelerated 
recovery of ecosystems.  

B. Offers a competitive fellowship program to support up to two (2) Ph.D. candidates and two (2) Masters 
Degree students of New York State academic institutions conducting research in support of the goals of 
this PON. 

 
Proposal Submission:  Proposers must submit two (2) copies of the proposal on separate CDs, in Word or PDF 
format (a copy in each format preferred), along with one (1) complete paper copy, including the Proposal 
Checklist, which must contain an original signature.    Proposals must be clearly labeled and submitted to: 
 

 Roseanne Viscusi, PON 2607 
 NYS Energy Research and Development Authority 
 17 Columbia Circle 
 Albany, NY 12203-6399 

 
If you have technical questions concerning this PON, contact Gregory Lampman at (518) 862-1090, ext. 3372 or 
ggl@nyserda.ny.gov.  If you have contractual questions concerning this PON, contact Nancy Marucci at (518) 
862-1090, ext. 3335 or nsm@nyserda.ny.gov.  
 
No communication intended to influence this procurement is permitted except by contacting Gregory Lampman 
(Designated Contact) at (518) 862-1090, ext. 3372 or ggl@nyserda.ny.gov. Contacting anyone other than this 
Designated Contact (either directly by the proposer or indirectly through a lobbyist or other person acting on the 
proposers behalf) in an attempt to influence the procurement: (1) may result in a proposer being deemed a non-
responsible offerer, and (2) may result in the proposer not being awarded a contract. 

 
 

http://www.nyserda.ny.gov/Environmental-Research/EMEP.aspx�
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I. Introduction 
 
Electricity generation is a major source of nitrogen and sulfur oxides, volatile organic compounds, fine 
particles, greenhouse gases, and air toxics such as mercury.  These pollutants are associated with acid 
rain, smog, visibility degradation, climate change, and increased human and wildlife mortality and 
morbidity.  They also impose economic burdens by increasing healthcare costs, degrading building 
materials, and reducing the value of tourism, recreational and commercial fishing, scenic and industry 
resources, and ecosystem services.   
 
This PON seeks research projects in two (2) distinct areas, both related to acidification and mercury in 
New York State’s ecosystems.  Research associated with the first area, termed Environmental 
Economics, will be used to strengthen the connections between environmental research, ecosystems 
services, and environmental economics.  Proposals should address issues related to quantification 
(monetarily or otherwise) of the impacts of acid and mercury deposition in New York State, and address 
what recovery of these systems might mean for the State.  Proposals should also, if appropriate, identify 
additional research needs that could build on the proposed project (See II A).   
 
The second area of this PON addresses Accelerated Recovery.  As acid and mercury deposition has 
decreased, some watersheds have begun to show signs of recovery. At the same time it is becoming clear 
that many New York State watersheds and water bodies, particularly those with poor buffering capacity, 
may never recover without additional intervention.  Identifying effective ways to accelerate the recovery 
of impacted ecosystems would aid resource managers by providing additional tools to better manage 
these systems (See II B).   
 
Preferred projects will provide information that will be useful to policy makers and resource managers; 
utilize the research/analytical capabilities in New York State; be comprised of interdisciplinary teams of 
environmental scientists, engineers, industry representatives, and public policy analysts; and, leverage 
out-of-State, federal, or other resources.  When appropriate, selected proposers may be asked to work 
with a Project Advisory Committee. 
 
A total of $900,000 is available for all projects, with $600,000 available for project in the Accelerated 
Recovery category and $300,000 for projects in the Environmental Economics category.  If funds from 
either of the categories are not exhausted, NYSERDA reserves the right to allocate the remaining funds 
to the other category.  Total funds available may not be sufficient to fund all proposals received.  
NYSERDA anticipates funding projects in both categories of the PON.  Cost-sharing by proposers of at 
least 25% is desired but not required.  Leveraging of other research funding is strongly encouraged.  
Project durations are expected to be in the range of one (1) to three (3) years.  
 
This PON also includes a competitive fellowship component to support up to two (2) Ph.D. and up to two 
(2) Masters Degree students at New York institutions doing research in support of the Environmental 
Research Program goals.  Fellowships will provide support for up to two years, with annual stipends of 
up to $20,000 per Ph.D. student and one year, with a stipend of $10,000 per Masters Degree student (See 
III).  
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II. PON Requirements – Targeted Research Areas 

 
A.  Environmental Economics 
Environmental policies and regulations that demonstrate the connections between the wellbeing of 
humans and the wellbeing of nature can be expected to garner support by a wider range of stakeholders.  
Information about the links between the natural and social sciences is weak in some areas, which 
undermines efforts to perform social or economic valuation of ecosystems, or evaluate environmental 
changes in terms of cost-benefit analysis.  When ecosystem services provided by healthy natural systems 
are not accounted for in terms of benefits to humans, a substantial portion of the benefits of 
environmental regulations remain outside of this cost-benefit calculation.  Further, the issue of 
“discounting” is critical to cost-benefit analysis in relation to issues of fairness and ethics in the choice of 
a discount rate.  Research to improve the understanding of how mercury pollution and the acidification of 
ecosystems impacts ecosystem services (e.g. provisioning, regulating, supporting or cultural), and 
thereby New York State’s economy, would aid in a better appreciation and more comprehensive 
understanding of the benefits resulting from emissions regulations and other policies. 
 
Policy Questions: 

• In what ways do mercury pollution and the acidification of ecosystems impact the services that 
healthy ecosystems provide to New York State? 

• To what extent has the economy been impacted by a change in ecosystem services as a result of 
these pollutants? 

• What would a partial or full recovery in New York State’s ecosystems mean in economic terms? 
 
Research Focus 

• Collect and synthesize information to describe the different human uses of ecosystems (ecosystem 
services), their current magnitudes and values, and how such uses and values respond to changes 
in ecosystem quality related to acid and mercury deposition.  

• Working with a single aspect of ecosystem services (i.e. regulation, provisioning services etc.) or 
a specific resource (e.g. timber, tourism, real estate etc.) and changes relating to acid and mercury 
deposition, develop a baseline value and calculate how the current state of the environment 
compares and/or how changes going forward can be expected to compare to the baseline in terms 
of cost-benefit and/or overall value to New York State. 

• Evaluate the limits to the quantification of costs and benefits, and how non-quantifiable costs and 
benefits associated with acidification and mercury issues can be included in policy analysis. 

 
 
B.  Accelerated Recovery from Acid and Mercury Deposition 
As the levels of acid and mercury deposition have declined, some watersheds in New York State have 
begun to show signs of recovery.  At the same time, it is becoming clear that many watersheds and water 
bodies, particularly those with poor buffering capacity, may never recover without additional 
management intervention.  It may be possible to accelerate ecological recovery of ecosystems through the 
use of several ecosystem management options (e.g. watershed/in-stream liming, restoration of 
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lake/stream ecosystem resilience through stocking of native fishes).  Some liming projects have taken 
place in the northeast region over the past 20-30 years, including the Adirondack Lake Acidification 
Mitigation Project, Living Lakes Project, Woods Lake investigations, and New York State Department of 
Environmental Conservation lake liming program. Additionally, work has begun on a new in-stream and 
watershed liming project at Honnedaga Lake. A number of Adirondack Long Term Monitoring (ALTM) 
lakes were part of these intensive investigations, either as limed lakes or control lakes, but limited 
information is available to guide resource managers in selecting cost-effective restoration projects that 
are most likely to succeed both in the short- and long-term.   A better understanding of management 
options, costs, benefits, and applications would be useful to policy makers and resource managers tasked 
with protecting and restoring impaired ecosystems. 
 
Policy Questions: 

• What accelerated recovery options exist to help restore ecosystems impacted by acidification 
and mercury in New York State? 

• Under what conditions are each of these resource management tools most viable? 
• What are costs and the long-term benefits of these resource management tools?  
• How, and for how long, will these mitigation measures continue to influence these systems?  

 
Research Focus  

• Assess past research on lake and watershed liming projects, and interpret results relative to recent 
chemistry findings. 

• Conduct experiments and demonstrations for accelerated recovery of terrestrial and aquatic 
ecosystems and organisms. Do not necessarily limit projects to soil restoration; expand restoration 
efforts to other ecosystem compartments including forests and aquatic biota.  

• Evaluate the success of past efforts to re-introduce fish into certain lakes in the Adirondacks.  
• Develop or evaluate metrics and tools to assess and define what a “restored” or “recovered” 

aquatic community looks like in Adirondack and Catskill lakes and streams, as well as other 
sensitive areas of New York State in relation to acidification.  

• Investigate how the application of lime to streams and watersheds influences mercury 
mobilization and bioaccumulation in aquatic and terrestrial organisms. 

 
 
III.    PON Requirements – Environmental Monitoring, Evaluation and Protection 
(EMEP) Fellowship Program 
 
This PON offers a competitive EMEP fellowship program to support up to two (2) Ph.D. candidates and 
up to two (2) Masters Degree students at academic institutions in New York State doing research in 
support of the goals of this PON.  To qualify, students must be accepted in their degree programs, with a 
dissertation or thesis research area that aligns with one (1) of the targeted research areas outlined in this 
PON.   
 
Ph.D. Fellowships will provide support for up to two (2) years in the form of an annual stipend to the 
student of up to $20,000, payable through the institution, and may be supplemented by the student’s 
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institution.  Support for Masters Student fellowships will be in the form of a single stipend to the student 
of up to $10,000, payable through the institution, and may be supplemented by the student’s institution.   
 
See Section V. for EMEP Fellowship proposal requirements.  Proposals must be submitted under a cover 
letter from the student’s academic advisor. 
 

 
IV.   Proposal Requirements – Targeted Research Areas  
(See Section V for EMEP Fellowship proposal requirements) 
 
Proposers must submit two (2) compact disks, each containing a complete proposal and proposal 
checklist in PDF format, along with one (1) complete paper copy, including the Proposal Checklist, 
which must contain an original signature, attached as the front cover of your proposal, to the attention of 
Roseanne Viscusi at the address on the front of this PON.  Proposals must be received by NYSERDA by 
5:00 pm Eastern Time on March 18th, 2013.  Late proposals and proposals lacking the appropriate 
completed and signed Proposal Checklist will be returned. Faxed or e-mailed copies will not be 
accepted. 
 
Proposals should follow the format below and provide sufficient and succinct information to complete 
the required descriptions and answer the questions described in the Proposal Evaluation criteria listed in 
Section VI.  Each page of the proposal should state the name of the proposer, “PON2607”, and the page 
number.  The preferred length of each proposal section is shown.  Proposers may contact Gregory 
Lampman at 518-862-1090, ext. 3372 before preparing a proposal to discuss PON goals and proposal 
requirements. 
 
PART 1:  Project Description (Maximum page length noted in parenthesis - up to 8 pages total) 
 
A.   Proposal Checklist Cover Sheet 

A signed and completed Proposal Checklist must be attached to the front of the proposal. (1 page)  
Proposals lacking the appropriate completed and signed Proposal Checklist will be returned. 

 
B.   Project Summary 

Summarize the proposed project. Identify the Targeted Research Area to be addressed from Section 
II.  Briefly describe how the proposed project will be executed and how it will address the Targeted 
Research Area.  Briefly identify the policy issues this research would potentially inform and 
summarize the anticipated usefulness of the project. This should be a complete outline of the project 
on a single page.  (1 page) 

 
C.   Project Goal and Objectives 

Detail the project goals and major objectives.  Explain how the project results will address, in a 
timely manner, a problem/opportunity facing New York State with respect to pollutants associated 
with the generation of electricity.  Maximum coordination with other national and state 
environmental research/monitoring initiatives is desirable.  Explain how the project will make use 
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of other relevant data and coordinate with other research/monitoring initiatives (e.g. with field 
sampling and data analysis) where possible, to provide maximum value to New York State.  (1 
page). 

 
D.   Summary of Project Methods and Tasks 

Summarize the proposed project methods and overall research design.  Explain why the equipment, 
models, methods, and other aspects of the work are expected to be capable of meeting objectives.  
Outline the major project tasks and sequence to accomplish the project objectives.  (2-3 pages) 

 

Include a description of how project results will be conveyed to stakeholders.  This could include a 
plan for briefings to policy makers, presentations at scientific conference, publications, outreach 
materials, magazine articles etc.  Efforts to increase access to or use of project results is 
encouraged.  Outreach or education about project findings, is also encouraged. Publication in peer-
reviewed open-source journals is encouraged.  Fees associated with open-source publication may be 
included in the budget. (1 page) 

E.   Technology Transfer Plan  

 

Complete a schedule showing starting and completion times for all major tasks, in terms of months 
after project initiation.  Include major milestones, activities, meetings and other key deliverables.  
The Schedule should not be overly optimistic but reflect the realities of environmental research.  (1 
page) 

F.   Master Schedule 

 
G.   Contract Pricing Proposal Form 

Complete the attached Contract Pricing Proposal Form for the entire project, including any in-kind 
contributions and other cost-sharing.  The degree and type of cost-sharing will be considered in the 
evaluation of proposals.  Cost-sharing of at least 25% is desired.  Leveraging of other research 
funding is preferable.  In-kind cost-sharing is acceptable. (Not included in page count). 

 
PART 2:  Supporting Documentation 
 
A.   Management Plan and Qualifications  

• Organizational Chart - Prepare an organizational chart listing all key personnel. Include any 
subcontractors and other sponsors involved in the project, showing their roles and responsibilities. 
(1 page)  

• Related Projects – Provide a sample of related projects that have been undertaken by the key 
personnel that demonstrates experience with the proposed project area. (1 page) 

• Resumes – Provide relevant portions of resumes for key project personnel that include education 
and experience that are relevant to the proposed work. (1 page each - not included in page count)  

 
B.   Letters of Commitment or Support  
If you are relying on other organizations or businesses to do work, provide services or equipment, data or 
share in the non-NYSERDA cost, include a letter from that organization or business describing their 
commitment.  If the use of unpublished data from other researchers is necessary for the project to be 
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successful, letters of support showing the availability of these data must be included. Absence of letters 
of commitment or support will be interpreted as the proposer not having commitment/support 
from those parties. (1 page each - not included in page count) 
 
C.  Procurement Lobbying Requirements - State Finance Law sections 139-j and 139-k    
Procurement lobbying requirements contained in State Finance Law sections 139-j and 139-k became 
effective on January 1, 2006. (The text of the laws is available at: 
http://www.ogs.ny.gov/aboutogs/regulations/advisoryCouncil/StatutoryReferences.html). In compliance 
with §139-j and §139-k of the State Finance Law, for proposals submitted in response to this PON that 
could result in agreements with an annual estimated value in excess of $15,000, additional forms must be 
completed and filed with proposals: (1) a signed copy of the Proposal Checklist including required 
certifications under the State Finance Law and (2) a completed Disclosure of Prior Findings of Non-
Responsibility form.  Failure to include a signed copy of the Proposal Checklist referenced in this PON 
will disqualify your proposal 
 
D. Cost Sharing 
The proposer is encouraged to provide non-NYSERDA funding of at least 25% of the total cost of the 
project. Cost sharing can be from the proposer, other team members, and other government or private 
sources. Contributions of direct labor (for which the laborer is paid as an employee) and purchased 
materials may be considered "cash" contributions. Unpaid labor, indirect labor, or other general overhead 
may be considered "in-kind" contributions. NYSERDA will not pay retroactively for efforts which have 
already been undertaken.  The proposer or proposing team cannot claim as cost share any expenses that 
have already been incurred.  Show the cost-sharing plan in the following format (expand table as 
needed): 
 
 

 Cash In-Kind 
Contribution 

Total 

NYSERDA $ $ $ 

Proposer $ $ $ 

Others (list 
individually) 

$ $ $ 

Total $ $ $ 
 
E. Indirect Cost (Overhead) Rate(s)  
Attach supporting documentation to support indirect cost (overhead) rate(s) included in your proposal as 
follows: 

• Describe the basis for the rates proposed (i.e., based on prior period actual results; based on 
projections; based on federal government or other independently-approved rates).   

http://www.ogs.ny.gov/aboutogs/regulations/advisoryCouncil/StatutoryReferences.html�
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• If rate(s) is approved by an independent organization, such as the federal government, provide a 
copy of such approval. 

• If rate(s) is based on estimated costs or prior period actual results, include calculations to support 
proposed rate(s).  Calculation should provide enough information for NYSERDA to evaluate and 
confirm that the rate(s) are consistent with generally accepted accounting principles for indirect 
costs. 

 
NYSERDA reserves the right to audit any indirect rate presented in the proposal and to make adjustment 
for such difference.  Requests for financial statements or other needed financial information may be made 
if deemed necessary. 
 
E. Annual Metrics Reports  
If awarded, the proposer will be required to submit to NYSERDA's Project Manager on an annual basis, 
a prepared analysis and summary of metrics addressing the anticipated energy, environmental and 
economic benefits that are realized by the project. All estimates shall reference credible sources and 
estimating procedures, and all assumptions shall be documented. Reporting shall commence the first 
calendar year after the contract is executed. Reports shall be submitted by January 31st for the previous 
calendar years activities (i.e. reporting period). Please see Attachment E: Metrics Reporting Guide: 
Information Dissemination for the metrics that you will be expected to provide and the reporting 
duration. NYSERDA may decline to contract with awardees that are delinquent with respect to metrics 
reporting for any previous or active NYSERDA agreement. 
 
 
 
V.   Proposal Requirements – EMEP Fellowship 
 (See Section IV for Targeted Research Areas proposal requirements) 
 
Qualified students (see Section III) interested in the EMEP Fellowship program should submit proposals 
(under cover letter from their academic advisor) using the format below (note maximum page lengths per 
section).  Proposers must submit two (2) compact disks, each containing a complete proposal and 
proposal checklist in PDF format.  Proposers must also submit one (1) complete paper copy, including 
the Proposal Checklist, which must contain an original signature, attached as the front cover of the 
proposal.  Proposal packages must be sent to the attention of Roseanne Viscusi at the address on the front 
of this PON.  Proposals must be received by NYSERDA by 5:00 pm Eastern Time on March 18th, 2013 
Late proposals and proposals lacking the appropriate completed and signed Proposal checklist will 
be returned.  Faxed or e-mailed copies will not be accepted.  Proposals must contain the following 
(maximum number of pages provided in parenthesis): 
 

• Project Summary (1 page); 
• Summary of Project Methods and Tasks (up to 3 pages); 
• Usefulness and Value of Project Results (1 page); 
• A letter of support from your academic advisor (1 page); 
• Statement of educational status and career goals (1 page); 
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• Copies of undergraduate and where applicable, graduate transcripts (unofficial is fine at this 
stage); 

• Contract Pricing Proposal Form - Complete the attached Contract Pricing Proposal form for the 
entire project, including any cost-sharing  (In-kind cost-sharing is acceptable) and 

• Disclosure of Prior Findings of Non-Responsibility form (see General Conditions, below). 
 
Proposers may contact Gregory Lampman at 518-862-1090, ext. 3372 before preparing a proposal to 
discuss PON goals and proposal requirements. 
 
 
 
VI.   Proposal Evaluation 
 
Proposals that meet the proposal requirements will be reviewed by a Technical Evaluation Panel (TEP) 
using the Evaluation Criteria below. NYSERDA anticipates making multiple awards under this PON, 
funding projects under both components of the PON.  Fellowship program proposals will be evaluated 
separately (see Section C. below).  
 
A.  Technical Evaluation Criteria (listed in order of importance) 
 
Usefulness and Value of Project Results - Does the proposal address one (1) or more Targeted 
Research areas?  How useful are the project results expected to be in validating or improving New York 
State policies, regulations, impact assessments, models, or mitigation methods?  Will the results be 
available in a timely manner?  To what extent is the project using other relevant data and/or coordinating 
with other research/monitoring initiatives (e.g., field sampling, use of existing datasets etc.) to provide 
maximum value to New York State? 
 
Soundness of Project Methods and Research Design, Tasks and Schedule - How suitable are the 
proposed project methods and overall research design for meeting the project objectives and yielding 
accepted results?  How comprehensive, realistic, and explicit are the project tasks with respect to the 
project objectives and proposal requirements?  Are specific measurable targets of success provided where 
applicable? 
 
Management Plan and Qualifications – How well has the proposer organized a management plan and a 
project team with the necessary educational, technical, operations, technology transfer, financing, and 
administrative experience for successfully completing the project? Does the team include partnerships 
with other research groups? Has an interdisciplinary team been assembled including environmental 
scientists, social scientists/public policy analysts, and technologists, as appropriate? How many of the 
team members are located in New York State?  Have letters of support demonstrating the availability of 
data been included (if appropriate)? 
 
Communication of Results - How promising is the reporting and information transfer plan for 
successfully using project results to realize the potential benefits of the project?  
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Cost Criteria - How justifiable and reasonable are the overall costs compared to the expected usefulness 
of the project results and the level of effort and duration of the project?  How justified and reasonable are 
the proposer's cost allocations and co-funding contributions (cash, in-kind services, etc.)? To what degree 
does the proposal include meaningful cost-sharing from other key organizations? 
 
B.  Other Considerations  
If an investigator(s) identified in a proposal is an investigator on a current NYSERDA awarded project, 
as to which project deliverables (such as reports) have been consistently delinquent, such delinquency 
will be considered negatively in the evaluation of the current proposal.  
 
Projects will be reviewed to determine whether they reflect the overall needs and objectives of the 
Environmental Research Program, including: 

• The balance among projects of long- and short-term benefits and risk/reward relationships, and 
whether similar projects are presently or have been previously funded. 

• The general distribution of projects of diverse topics related to Program goals. 
• The ways in which the proposed project fits with currently funded projects. 
• The ease of measuring project success in quantifiable ways. 
• If applicable, the responsiveness of the proposer in conducting other NYSERDA funded work. 

 
C.  Specific Fellowship Program Proposal Evaluation Criteria 
Fellowship Proposals will be based on the: 

• Potential usefulness and value of project results as it relates to EMEP goals. 
• Soundness of research approach and methodology. 
• Qualifications of student as determined by the submitted documents.  
 

 
VII.  GENERAL CONDITIONS  
 
Proprietary Information - Careful consideration should be given before confidential information is 
submitted to NYSERDA as part of your proposal.  Review should include whether it is critical for 
evaluating a proposal, and whether general, non-confidential information, may be adequate for review 
purposes. The NYS Freedom of Information Law, Public Officers law, Article 6, provides for public 
access to information NYSERDA possesses.  Public Officers Law, Section 87(2)(d) provides for 
exceptions to disclosure for records or portions thereof that "are trade secrets or are submitted to an 
agency by a commercial enterprise or derived from information obtained from a commercial enterprise 
and which if disclosed would cause substantial injury to the competitive position of the subject 
enterprise."  Information submitted to NYSERDA that the proposer wishes to have treated as proprietary, 
and confidential trade secret information, should be identified and labeled "Confidential" or "Proprietary" 
on each page at the time of disclosure.  This information should include a written request to exempt it 
from disclosure, including a written statement of the reasons why the information should be exempted.  
See Public Officers Law, Section 89(5) and the procedures set forth in 21 NYCRR Part 501 
http://nyserda.ny.gov/~/media/Files/About/Contact/NYSERDARegulations.ashx 
.  However, NYSERDA cannot guarantee the confidentiality of any information submitted. 
 

http://nyserda.ny.gov/~/media/Files/About/Contact/NYSERDARegulations.ashx�
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Omnibus Procurement Act of 1992 - It is the policy of New York State to maximize opportunities for 
the participation of New York State business enterprises, including minority- and women-owned business 
enterprises, as bidders, subcontractors, and suppliers on its procurement Agreements. 
 
Information on the availability of New York State subcontractors and suppliers is available from: 
 
 Empire State Development 
 Division For Small Business  
 30 South Pearl Street 
 Albany, NY 12245 
 
A directory of certified minority- and women-owned business enterprises is available from: 
 
 Empire State Development 
 Minority and Women's Business Development Division 
 30 South Pearl Street 
 Albany, NY 12245 
 
State Finance Law sections 139-j and 139-k - NYSERDA is required to comply with State Finance 
Law sections 139-j and 139-k.  These provisions contain procurement lobbying requirements which can 
be found at http://www.ogs.ny.gov/aboutogs/regulations/advisoryCouncil/StatutoryReferences.html 
The attached Proposal Checklist calls for a signature certifying that the proposer will comply with State 
Finance Law sections 139-j and 139-k and the Disclosure of Prior Findings of Non-responsibility form 
includes a disclosure statement regarding whether the proposer has been found non-responsible under 
section 139-j of the State Finance Law within the previous four (4) years. 
 
Tax Law Section 5-a - NYSERDA is required to comply with the provisions of Tax Law Section 5-a, 
which requires a prospective contractor, prior to entering an agreement with NYSERDA having a value 
in excess of $100,000, to certify to the Department of Taxation and Finance (the "Department") whether 
the contractor, its affiliates, its subcontractors and the affiliates of its subcontractors have registered with 
the Department to collect New York State and local sales and compensating use taxes. The Department 
has created a form to allow a prospective contractor to readily make such certification. See, ST-220-TD 
(available at: http://www.tax.ny.gov/pdf/current_forms/st/st220td_fill_in.pdf). 
 
Prior to contracting with NYSERDA, the prospective contractor must also certify to NYSERDA whether 
it has filed such certification with the Department.  The Department has created a second form that must 
be completed by a prospective contractor prior to contacting and filed with NYSERDA. See, ST-220-CA 
(available at http://www.tax.ny.gov/pdf/current_forms/st/st220ca_fill_in.pdf). The Department has 
developed guidance for contractors which is available at 
http://www.tax.ny.gov/pdf/publications/sales/pub223.pdf . 
 
Contract Award - NYSERDA anticipates making multiple awards under this PON, funding projects 
under both components of the PON.  It may award a contract based on initial applications without 
discussion, or following limited discussion or negotiations pertaining to the Statement of Work.  Each 

http://www.ogs.ny.gov/aboutogs/regulations/advisoryCouncil/StatutoryReferences.html�
http://www.tax.ny.gov/pdf/current_forms/st/st220td_fill_in.pdf�
http://www.tax.ny.gov/pdf/current_forms/st/st220ca_fill_in.pdf�
http://www.tax.ny.gov/pdf/publications/sales/pub223.pdf�
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offer should be submitted using the most favorable cost and technical terms. NYSERDA may request 
additional data or material to support applications.  NYSERDA will use the Sample Agreement to 
contract successful proposals. NYSERDA reserves the right to limit any negotiations to exceptions to 
standard terms and conditions in the Sample Agreement to those specifically identified in the submitted 
proposal (see Proposal Checklist). Proposers should keep in mind that acceptance of all standard terms 
and conditions will generally result in a more expedited contracting process. NYSERDA expects to 
notify proposers in approximately eight (8) weeks from the proposal due date whether your proposal has 
been selected to receive an award. NYSERDA may decline to contract with awardees that are delinquent 
with respect to any obligation under any previous or active NYSERDA agreement. 
 
Limitation - This PON does not commit NYSERDA to award a contract, pay any costs incurred in 
preparing a proposal, or to procure or contract for services or supplies.  NYSERDA reserves the right to 
accept or reject any or all proposals received, to negotiate with all qualified sources, or to cancel in part 
or in its entirety the PON when it is in NYSERDA's best interest. NYSERDA reserves the right to reject 
proposals based on the nature and number of any exceptions taken to the standard terms and conditions of 
the Sample Agreement. 
 
Disclosure Requirement - The proposer shall disclose any indictment for any alleged felony, or any 
conviction for a felony within the past five (5) years, under the laws of the United States or any state or 
territory of the United States, and shall describe circumstances for each.  When a proposer is an 
association, partnership, corporation, or other organization, this disclosure requirement includes the 
organization and its officers, partners, and directors or members of any similarly governing body.  If an 
indictment or conviction should come to the attention of NYSERDA after the award of a contract, 
NYSERDA may exercise its stop-work right pending further investigation, or terminate the agreement; 
the contractor may be subject to penalties for violation of any law which may apply in the particular 
circumstances.  Proposers must also disclose if they have ever been debarred or suspended by any agency 
of the U.S. Government or the New York State Department of Labor. 
 
 
VIII.   Attachments: 
 
Attachment A – Proposal Checklist 
Attachment A-1 – Acceptance of Standard Terms and Conditions 
Attachment B – Disclosure of Prior Findings of Non-responsibility Form 
Attachment C – Contract Pricing Proposal Form 
Attachment D – Sample Agreement 
Attachment E – Metrics Reporting Guide: Information Dissemination 
Attachment F – Solicitation Marketing Questionnaire 
 


