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Summary of New York’s Mercury Synthesis Project* 
In 2018, to inform policy efforts and advance public understanding, the New York State 
Energy Research and Development Authority, sponsored a synthesis of scientific
information on mercury in air, water, fish, and wildlife in New York’s ecosystems, which 
resulted in the publication of over 20 papers in the journal Ecotoxicology.   

1. New York State’s natural areas are widely contaminated with mercury and the scope 
of the impact of mercury on fish and wildlife in New York State is much greater than 
had previously been thought, exceeding human and ecological risk thresholds in many 
areas, especially in freshwater habitats.  

2. Landscape characteristics of the Adirondack and Catskill Parks, and areas of Long
Island, exacerbate the impacts of mercury emissions. Forests facilitate mercury
deposition, while wetlands are hotspots for methylation, leading to elevated levels in 
aquatic and terrestrial food webs.  

3. Overall, environmental mercury concentrations in New York State have decreased in 
recent decades. However, in some areas such as the Adirondacks, the mercury levels in 
some fish and birds have only stabilized or even increased, thus indicating that
environmental mercury recovery can be complex.  

4. It is expected that further controls on mercury emission sources will continue to lower 
mercury concentrations in the food web, particularly in inland lakes.  

*For more information, visit www.adkloon.org/research and www.briloon.org/nymercury 
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