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Meeting Procedures

Participation for Members of the Public:

> Members of the public will be muted upon entry.

> Questions and comments may be submitted in writing through 
the Q&A feature at any time during the event. 

> If technical problems arise, please contact 
Sal.Graven@nyserda.ny.gov

You'll see when your 
microphone is muted

Webinar recordings and presentations will be available at: 

www.nyserda.ny.gov/osw-webinar-series

mailto:Sal.Graven@nyserda.ny.gov
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Supports research and 
monitoring on wildlife and 
offshore wind by:

ÅIdentifying priorities for 
scientific research and 
monitoring at the project, 
regional and ecosystem-wide 
scales

ÅCoordinating and aligning 
funding to meeting those 
priorities

ÅEnsuring appropriate data and 
standards are in place to 
support science priorities

Regional Wildlife Science Entity (RWSE)



ÅNeed balanced approach to offshore wind development that includes avoiding, 
minimizing, and mitigating potential effects on the ocean ecosystem

ÅRegional scale coordination offers an opportunity for all stakeholders to devise 
environmental impact study plans to ensure comparable results while satisfying federal 
and state regulators - leads to greater certainty for developers and lower energy 
procurement costs for States

ÅBetter understanding of potential impacts and cumulative effects will help build public, 
and non-governmental organization (NGOs) support

ÅMultiple benefits and efficiencies from sharing science, standardizing data collection 
and monitoring protocols, and defining key scientific research needs at the project, 
regional and ecosystem-wide scales

Why a Regional Wildlife Science Entity?



ÅSince 2019, the New York State Energy Research and Development Authority 
(NYSERDA), the Massachusetts Clean Energy Center, and a broad set of 
stakeholders developed a vision for a regional science organization to support 
research and monitoring for wildlife and offshore wind energy 

ÅCadmus and CBI conducted 7 case studies, held over 55 interviews, facilitated 
3 workshops, and soliciting continuous guidance via regular meetings with the 
Coordinating Group (NYSERDA, MassCEC, BOEM, NOAA, Shell, Equinor, Natural Resources 
Defense Council (NRDC), and National Wildlife Federation (NWF))

Brief history

www.neoceanplanning.org/ rwse



ÅIn April 2021, the Interim Steering Committee selected the Northeast Regional 
Ocean Council(NROC),Mid-Atlantic Regional Council on the Ocean(MARCO), 
and theCoastal States Stewardship Foundation(CSSF) as host and fiscal agent 
of the RWSE

ÅNROC/MARCO are providing staff

ÅCore goals to leverage existing convening/coordination functions within NROC/MARCO, 
reduce redundancy, and increase efficiencies in conversations about wildlife and offshore 
wind

ÅRWSE officially launched in July 2021

Brief history, continued

www.neoceanplanning.org/ rwse

https://www.northeastoceancouncil.org/
https://www.midatlanticocean.org/
https://coastalstatesfoundation.org/


Formed by the governors of New England and Mid-
Atlantic states, respectively

The Regional Ocean Partnerships in the RWSE geographic 
area of focus

Major functions together and separately:

ÅCoordinating

ÅConvening and engaging

Å Identifying regional priorities and data gaps

ÅFundraising

ÅManaging initiatives, projects, and contracts

ÅFacilitating data and information exchange

ÅFinalizing funding agreements

ÅContract/grant admin and reporting

ÅFiscal and legal oversight


