
This document will be made publicly available on NYSERDA’s RES Solicitation website. 

Attachment B. Public Release of Bid Facility Information and Community Engagement Plan 

Proposers can refer to Section 4.3.8 of RESRFP25-1 for full guidance on submitting the information 
requested here. All Proposers must provide a complete Attachment B. Proposers are advised to not 
report any confidential information. 

Bid Facility Information 

Bid Facility Name: 

Proposer: 
Technology: 

Proposed Nameplate Capacity 
(Megawatts AC): 

Interconnection Queue 
Number: 

Interconnecting Utility: 
NYS PSC Article 10/ORES Case 

Number (if applicable): 
Bid Facility Website (if 

applicable): 
Proposed In-Service Date: 

General description of Project (250 words or more): 
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Authority Having Jurisdiction (AHJ) Information 
County(ies): 

City/Town/Village(s): 
Taxing School District(s): 

Located in Agricultural 
District? (Yes/No) 

Local Elected Official 
Name(s), Contact 

Information, and Tenure: 

Description of local outreach strategies, engagement activities, and public events to date: 
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Description of planned local outreach strategies, engagement activities, and public events: 
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Description of benefits to disadvantaged communities that would be realized with the 
development and construction of the Bid Facility: 
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Description of the direct benefits to the community: 
 

 



 
 

This document will be made publicly available on NYSERDA’s RES Solicitation website. 
 

Description of past or planned PILOT and HCA engagements: 
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Description of local interests and concerns, including strategies to build support and/or mitigate 
concerns: 
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Description of method for soliciting project feedback, including the process for sharing feedback: 
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	CE Plan Final

	Doug Gus Agreement Redacted (3)

	Bid Facility Name: Oxbow Hill Solar, LLC
	Proposer: Oxbow Hill Solar, LLC 
	Technology: Solar
	Proposed Nameplate Capacity Megawatts AC: 88
	Interconnection Queue Number: Q805
	Interconnecting Utility: National Grid
	NYS PSC Article 10ORES Case Number if applicable: ORES DMM 23-02998
	Bid Facility Website if applicable: https://oxbowhillsolarproject.com/
	Proposed InService Date: October 2028
	General description of Project 250 words or moreRow1: The Facility is an 88 Megawatt (MW) solar photovoltaic (PV) energy generating project in the Town of Fenner, Madison County, New York, consisting of the following major components: PV arrays and their rack/support systems; direct current (DC) collection lines and communication cables connecting the arrays to inverters; inverters with their supporting platforms equipped with control electronics and step-up transformers; buried alternating current (AC) medium voltage collection lines; security fencing and gates around each PV array; gravel access roads; temporary laydown areas; medium voltage to transmission voltage collection substation with associated equipment and fenced areas; overhead 115 kilovolt (kV) line to connect the collection substation to the point of interconnection (POI); an expansion of the existing Fenner Wind Power Project (Fenner Wind) Substation to accommodate the POI; and an operations and maintenance building. The Facility will interconnect to National Grid’s existing 115 kV Fenner Wind Substation by a 115 kV overhead line between the Facility’s collection substation and the Fenner Wind Substation, which connects with National Grid’s Oneida-Fenner and Fenner-Cortland 115 kV lines. 

On July 10, 2025, Cypress Creek received a final Siting Permit from the Office of Renewable Energy Siting and Electric Transmission (ORES) for the Oxbow Hill Solar, LLC  project pursuant to Article VIII of the Public Service Law and its implementing regulations (16 NYCRR subparts 1100-1 through 1100-15).  The final permit approved the development of a 140 MW solar project in the Town of Fenner, Madison County.
	Countyies: Madison
	CityTownVillages: Town of Fenner
	Taxing School Districts: Cazenovia, Canastota and Morrisville-Eaton
	Located in Agricultural District YesNo: Yes
	Local Elected Official Names Contact Information and Tenure: •Town of Fenner – Supervisor David Jones 315. 655. 2859; dave.jones4879@gmail.com; townclerk@townoffenner.com  

Cazenovia Central School District Superintendent Kevin Linck klinck@caz.cnyric.org; 315.655.1375 

Canastota Central School District, Superintendent Shawn Bissetta, sbissetta@canastotacsd.org; 315.697.2025 

Morrisville-Eaton Central School District, Superintendent Gregory Molloy, gmolloy@m-ecs.org; 315.684.9300.

All as of December 2, 2025.

	Description of local outreach strategies engagement activities and public events to dateRow1: Starting in 2020, Cypress Creek implemented a number of community engagement advocacy activities in support of the Oxbow Hill Project. These activities included:
• A Presentation to the Town of Fenner on January 8, 2020
• An introductory meeting between the new Senior Project Developer for the project with Supervisor Jones on June 17, 2020
• Development of an Oxbow Hill Solar project website
• Oxbow Hill Solar project newsletters, mailed to every residence in the Town of Fenner.

Outreach activities in 2021 included:
• Outreach meetings with SUNY Morrisville
• Outreach Meeting with the Fenner Renewable Energy Education Center
• Frequent website updates
• Quarterly newsletters mailed to all town residences
• Community meeting held June 22, 2021, at the Nichols Pond Park Pavilion
• Project update for the Town of Fenner Board on August 11, 2021
• Outreach collaborative meetings with the Laborers’ Union Local 190 IBEW 237, discussing the development of a joint MOU

Outreach activities in 2022 included:
• Notifications to the Town of Fenner regarding ongoing field work and investigations regarding the project
• Updates to the project web page
• Sponsorship of an Alliance for Clean Energy – NY Renewables Tour to the Fenner Renewable Energy Education Center as the Renewable Energy Lab at SUNY Morrisville

Outreach  continued in 2023 and  included:
• April 12, 2023, project update to the Town of Fenner town board
• Project open house at the Nichols Pond Park Pavilion (being planned for May – June 2023)
• Newsletter mailed to all town residences.
• Project updates on the project website.

Outreach continued in 2024 and included:

• Cypress Creek worked closely with the Sierra Club to educate and inform them about the benefits of the Oxbow Hill Solar Project, as well as our strategy and approach to avoid, minimize and mitigate environmental impacts.  We met with the Sierra Club, shared information, and escorted their members on a site tour, including meeting landowners.  Through this outreach effort, the Sierra Club endorsed the Oxbow Hill Solar Project. 
• Cypress Creek also held a meeting with public safety officials (including Town, County, and Fire Department representatives).
• Also in 2024, Cypress Creek commenced a dialogue with local  Snowmobile Clubs, committing to coordinate efforts with our landowner to help maintain trail access and connectivity. 

 In 2024 Cypress Creek filed its 94-c/Article VIII application with ORES.  The Application was deemed complete in  November 2024. ORES commenced a public opportunity to comment at that time.

In 2025:
• In January 2025, ORES issues a draft permit for the Oxbow Hill Solar project.  On March 18, 2025 ORES held a public comment hearing.  Cypress Creek responded to every written and oral comment offered into the public record. See ORES DMM 23-02998 Summary and Assessment of Public Comments (issued July 10, 2025).  
• On July 10, 2025, Cypress Creek received a final Siting Permit from the Office of Renewable Energy Siting and Electric Transmission (ORES) for the Oxbow Hill Solar, LLC  project.  
• In September 2025, Cypress Creek met with Town of Fenner officials to commence discussions of  a PILOT/Host Community Agreement; at the request of the Town, further discussions were held until December 2025, or later (1Q 2026)



	Description of planned local outreach strategies engagement activities and public eventsRow1: Cypress Creek is developing a Host Community Agreement proposal that will make important contributions to local services, towns, and schools. Cypress Creek will initiate detailed discussions with the Town, County and School Districts regarding payments in lieu of taxes (PILOT) agreements and a host community agreement in December 2025 or 1Q 2026.

Our future activities will encompass the following and will continue throughout project development and construction:

• Meetings with the Town of Fenner and Madison County
• Outreach meetings to inform community members of the project and answer questions
• As needed updates to the project website
• Additional outreach to the Laborers’ Union
• Additional outreach to the Sierra Club
• Additional outreach to the Snowmobile Clubs
• Maintain engagement with local Fire Departments and the Madison County Fire Coordinator.
• Engage the Canastota Central School District, Cazenovia Central School District, and Morrisville-Eaton Central School District as they are expected to benefit from the project
• Developing a collaborative relationship with SUNY Morrisville



	Description of benefits to disadvantaged communities that would be realized with the development and construction of the Bid FacilityRow1: The Oxbow Hill Solar project is located in a rural and agricultural portion of Madison County. The Climate Action Council recently approved criteria provided by the Climate Justice Working Group to identify disadvantaged communities throughout the state. After evaluating the Climate Justice Working Group's list of disadvantaged communities, disadvantaged communities were identified at the county level in census tracts 301.01, 301.03, 303, and 306. The entire project area within the Town of Fenner has been identified as a disadvantaged community.  Cypress Creek is currently evaluating the benefits that disadvantaged communities would realize through the development and construction of the project, which may include lease payments to participating landowners and tax or PILOT/Host Community Agreement, or other community benefit payments. 
	Description of the direct benefits to the communityRow1: Direct benefits would be in the form of taxes or Payment in Lieu of Taxes, Host Community Agreement and Educational Benefit Agreements negotiated with Madison County; The Town of Fenner; and the Cazenovia, Canastota, and Morrrisville-Eaton School Districts. These agreements will be collaboratively and cooperatively developed.
	Description of past or planned PILOT and HCA engagementsRow1: • In September 2025, Cypress Creek met with Town of Fenner officials to commence discussions of  a PILOT/Host Community Agreement; at the request of the Town, further discussions will occur in December 2025 or 1Q 2026

Cypress Creek will resume detailed discussions with the Town, County and School Districts regarding payments in lieu of taxes (PILOT) agreements and a host community agreement in  December 2025 or 1Q 2026. 
	Description of local interests and concerns including strategies to build support andor mitigate concernsRow1: Our Project Development Team is based in NY and is committed to addressing the  needs of our project stakeholders including responding to requests for information and speaking engagements, updating them through the project website and newsletter, and meeting in-person to answer questions and get project feedback.  

Cypress Creek worked closely with the Sierra Club to educate and inform them about the benefits of the Oxbow Hill Solar Project, as well as our strategy and approach to avoid, minimize and mitigate environmental impacts.  We met with the Sierra Club, shared information, and escorted their members on a site tour, including meeting landowners.  As a result of the outreach effort, the Sierra Club endorsed the Oxbow Hill Solar Project. 

Cypress Creek has also met and coordinated with public safety officials (including Town, County, and Fire Department representatives). This dialogue is ongoing.

In 2024, Cypress Creek commenced a dialogue with a local  snowmobile club, committing to coordinate efforts with our landowners to help maintain trail access and connectivity. 

In 2024 and 2025, Cypress Creek developed a good neighbor agreement with a non-participating landowner to enhance the visual screening of the project directly across the street from his residence.  The neighbor first approached Cypress Creek  at one of our community meetings and commenced a dialogue.  Cypress Creek and our visual impact consultants visited the neighbor's residence and cooperatively and collaboratively developed an enhanced planting plan to address the neighbor's concerns.
 
In January 2025, ORES issues a draft permit for the Oxbow Hill Solar project.  On March 18, 2025 ORES held a public comment hearing.  Cypress Creek responded to every written and oral comment offered into the public record. See ORES DMM 23-02998 Summary and Assessment of Public Comments (issued July 10, 2025).  
	Description of method for soliciting project feedback including the process for sharing feedbackRow1: The Project Website is the primary method for communicating information regarding the project.  The website includes the opportunity to post comments and ask questions regarding the project.

Through the ORES Siting Process, interested members of the pubic had the opportunity to provide both oral statements and written comments, all of which have been responded to by Cypress Creek.

Several workshops were held by Cypress Creek to provide information on the project and provide feedback.  In addition, presentations were made at the Town Board monthly meetings, with the opportunity for the audience to ask questions.


