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Attachment B. Public Release of Bid Facility Information and Community Engagement Plan 

Proposers can refer to Section 4.3.8 of RESRFP25-1 for full guidance on submitting the information 
requested here. All Proposers must provide a complete Attachment B. Proposers are advised to not 
report any confidential information. 

Bid Facility Information 

Bid Facility Name:  

Proposer:  
Technology:  

Proposed Nameplate Capacity 
(Megawatts AC):  

Interconnection Queue 
Number:  

Interconnecting Utility:  
NYS PSC Article 10/ORES Case 

Number (if applicable):  

Bid Facility Website (if 
applicable):  

Proposed In-Service Date:  
 

General description of Project (250 words or more): 
 

 



 
 

This document will be made publicly available on NYSERDA’s RES Solicitation website. 
 

Authority Having Jurisdiction (AHJ) Information 
County(ies):  

City/Town/Village(s):  
Taxing School District(s):  

Located in Agricultural 
District? (Yes/No)  

Local Elected Official 
Name(s), Contact 

Information, and Tenure: 
 

 

Description of local outreach strategies, engagement activities, and public events to date: 
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Description of planned local outreach strategies, engagement activities, and public events: 
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Description of benefits to disadvantaged communities that would be realized with the 
development and construction of the Bid Facility: 
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Description of the direct benefits to the community: 
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Description of past or planned PILOT and HCA engagements: 
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Description of local interests and concerns, including strategies to build support and/or mitigate 
concerns: 
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Description of method for soliciting project feedback, including the process for sharing feedback: 


	Bid Facility Name: Little Salmon Solar Farm
	Proposer: Little Salmon Solar LLC 
	Technology: Solar
	Proposed Nameplate Capacity Megawatts AC: 200 MW
	Interconnection Queue Number: C24-108
	Interconnecting Utility: NYPA
	NYS PSC Article 10ORES Case Number if applicable: 
	Bid Facility Website if applicable: www.boralex.com/en/projects-and-sites/solar-little-salmon
	Proposed InService Date: April 1, 2030
	General description of Project 250 words or moreRow1: Little Salmon Solar LLC (the “Proposer”), a subsidiary of Boralex, Inc, is developing the Little Salmon Solar Farm (the “Bid Facility”), a 200 megawatts of alternating current (MWac) ground mounted solar farm located in the Town of Fort Covington and Town of Westville, Franklin County, NY. 



To site the Bid Facility, the Proposer has secured 48 individual land parcels totaling approximately 3,687 acres currently under binding site control in Franklin County.  The parcels hosting the Bid Facility are active agricultural fields, and the lands surrounding the Bid Facility include additional agricultural fields and rural residences. The Salmon River bisects the Bid Facility area, and the Bid Facility is adjacent to the Canadian border to the north. 



Project Property Zoning and Surrounding Zoning: The Bid Facility is currently sited on 48 individual land parcels within the Towns of Fort Covington and Westville  collectively. The Towns of Westville and Fort Covington have not established any zoning districts and do not have a zoning code. 



Applicable Municipal Laws and Ordinances: The Town of Fort Covington does not have local substantive laws, codes, or ordinances applicable to the Facility. The Town of Westville filed “Local Law #1 of 2019” with the New York Department of State on September 4, 2019, which addresses the construction of solar energy facilities within the town. The Bid Facility is categorized by the law as a Tier 3 Solar Energy System. The permitting requirements for Tier 3 Solar Energy Systems under the Town's law largely mirror the requirements of Article VIII. The Proposer will be conducting an in-depth review of all requirements of this local law as part of Exhibit 24 in the facility’s Article VIII permit application. 



Existing Land Use and Past Land Use: The existing land use of the Bid Facility site and surrounding area is primarily agricultural. A review of Google Earth historical aerial imagery suggests that land use within the Bid Facility lands and in the surrounding area has not significantly changed since 1985 (earliest imagery available) apart from several quarries (totaling approximately 85 acres) developed within farmland. 



Bid Facility Development Stage: The Bid Facility is in mid-stage development. Site control activities began in 2023. Onsite environmental surveys and studies began in September 2024 and will conclude in late 2025. The Proposer has begun drafting the Article VIII permit application and anticipates submission to ORES in Q2 2026. The Proposer has made significant progress in completing the required pre-application studies. Wetland and surface water delineations, wildlife surveys, and the Phase IA archaeological assessment have been completed. Consultation with local area stakeholders, including consultation with Authorities Having Jurisdiction (AHJs), is underway. The Proposer has and will continue to participate in several meetings with the Town and local emergency services. The Bid Facility is currently continuing through the NYISO Cluster Study Interconnection process and has received the final Phase 1 Study results. Project design and engineering activities have begun. Construction activities have not started. 



Equipment and Technical Description: The Bid Facility has been designed using SMA 4400 central inverters and Trina Solar 620W Bifacial PV modules that will be mounted on a Nextracker 1P independent single axis tracking system. The Trina modules are made with monocrystalline N-type i-TOPcon cells. Additionally, the module is designed for operation in utility-scale PV plants and has a maximum system voltage rating of 1500Vdc. As this is the development stage of the Bid Facility, discussions with vendors are ongoing, however, no contractual commitments have been made to date, and agreements will be signed only after the RESRFP25-1 contracts have been awarded.


	Countyies: Franklin County 
	CityTownVillages: Town of Fort Covington & Town of Westville 
	Taxing School Districts: Salmon River Central School District, Malone Central School District
	Located in Agricultural District YesNo: Yes
	Local Elected Official Names Contact Information and Tenure: Franklin County: 
Edward Lockwood Chair, Board of Legislators edward.lockwood@franklincountyny.gov, 518-481-1642, 1 year

Town of Westville: 
Rodrique Lauzon, Town Supervisor rodmaryem@verizon.net,  518-483-3772 (cell), 21 years
Edwin Andrew, Town Supervisor-Elect 518-319-4305 (office) Starting 2026

Fort Covington:
Patricia Manchester, Town Supervisor, supervisor@fortcovingtonny.com, 20 years

School Districts:
Salmon River Central School District Dr. Stanley Harper, Superintendent, (518) 358-6600 10 years
Malone Central School District Brandon Pelkey, Superintendent, (518) 483-7800 2 years

	Description of local outreach strategies engagement activities and public events to dateRow1: Boralex is committed to building sustainable relationships with our host communities based on transparency, communication, and respect. As a developer and operator, we begin to establish connections with the local stakeholders early to best understand their values and concerns for their community so our projects are designed to integrate with and enhance the surrounding area for the duration of their operation. The following describes the strategic steps we have and will take to maintain an open and inclusive relationship throughout our project’s development, construction, and operation. Adherence to this plan allows us to truly understand local interests so we have the opportunity to address concerns well before construction is underway. Boralex intends to be a long- term member of the community and believes open dialogue from the onset will enable us to be a good neighbor.



In the preliminary stages of development, Boralex conducts a detailed analysis of the host community, identifying and meeting with key local stakeholders. These include:Town and county officials, Zoning and planning boards, Adjacent landowners, State and federal elected representatives, State agency staff,  Local businesses, Leaders of local school districts, Groups of special interest.



These stakeholders can provide valuable information on zoning, applicable laws, local regulations, as well as local interests and concerns. Additionally, we consult with New York State Department of Environmental Conservation, New York State Department of Agriculture and Markets, New York State Historic Preservation Office, Office of Renewable Energy Siting, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.



A Project-specific webpage (www.boralex.com/en/projects-and-sites/solar-little-salmon) has been created to  provide Project information and updates to the host community throughout the development and construction phases. In addition to these updates, the webpage will include the following information: Project description, Project need and benefits, Summary of Project permitting requirements, Facility layout drawings, Q&A page, summarizing answers to commonly asked questions, Project contact information, including email address and toll-free telephone number, Permitting documents upon filing with jurisdictional agencies.



To date, Boralex representatives have met with key stakeholders to discuss the project’s potential impacts, stakeholders’ underlying values and concerns, and expected timelines and next steps for the project, including participation in the NYSERDA RESRFP25-1.



1. Development

Boralex used various communication streams to deliver Bid Facility information during the Bid Facility’s development phase. The company’s multi-pronged approach starts with in-person meetings to make sure that stakeholders have a sound understanding of the Bid Facility and that the Bid Facility development team understands stakeholders’ comments and issues regarding the Bid Facility. Stakeholders include, but are not limited to, landowners, Town of Westville, the Town of Fort Covington and Franklin County representatives, Westville and Fort Covington residents, the Saint Regis Mohawk Tribe, local businesses, affected agencies and other interest groups. Through conversations with landowners, the Town of Westville and the Town of Fort Covington, Boralex identified key stakeholders and built a contact list of people interested in receiving information about the Bid Facility. This list has evolved over the Bid Facility’s development, and Boralex will continue to provide opportunities for interested parties to add their names to the list (see below for details on how and where stakeholders will find Boralex’s development team contact details). Our community outreach efforts are most active from early development through the first three to four years into the operation of a facility, but we will continue to be responsive to any feedback or concerns for the duration of the project’s life cycle. We will maintain an email address (info.usa@boralex.com), project- specific website (https://www.boralex.com/en/projects-and-sites/solar-little-salmon) complete with frequently asked questions and information on sustainability and renewable energy - and a toll- free number to encourage ongoing stakeholder engagement.



2. Outreach Methods

Boralex will employ several communication methods to inform the public and encourage participation in the various public engagement events organized as part of the information and consultation process, including: 



- Engage with local media (e.g., newspaper and/or radio) to provide information regarding the Bid Facility and its development status and promote events and activities. The media may also serve as a valuable channel for educating the public on renewable energy and solar facilities. 

- Partner with local organizations, affected agencies and elected officials to promote sustainability and renewable energy in the host community. 

- Regularly update the Bid Facility website.

- Present the Bid Facility development status to relevant municipal authorities (e.g. town board, planning board, etc.). During these presentations Boralex will ask elected officials about their interests and concerns and pursue opportunities to partner with the Town and the County on actions that are important to them. 

- Participate in a public hearings/meeting as requested and as required by the Office of Renewable Energy Siting (ORES) siting process.

- Mailing information directly to residents located within a two-mile radius of the Bid Facility study area

- Telephoning stakeholders such as local groups and associations who have a potential interest in the Bid Facility

- Emailing information to stakeholders and interested parties, such as local groups and 

- associations, who have expressed interest in the Bid Facility by opting-in for Bid Facility updates via the Bid Facility website. 

- The company’s team of agricultural and natural resource protection professionals have begun 

research options for multiuse on the Bid Facility site. They will also convene a local agricultural multi-use working group, made up of landowners, farmers, and other experts and interested parties, to evaluate multi-use options on the site. This group will meet every 5 years to evaluate and advise the agricultural efforts at the site.

- Organize public open houses. During the open houses, Boralex provides information on the Bid Facility to the public and request their feedback and comments. Boralex also provides information on solar energy, the development process and how stakeholders can get involved. The information is displayed on large posterboards, and a group of at least four members of Boralex’s development team are present to go over to each board with attendees and answer their questions to make sure they understand the Bid Facility. The open houses are held at times and places based on feedback received through stakeholder meetings, so that as many community members as possible can attend. Different schedules are proposed to accommodate people (e.g. held at different times of the day), and the open houses are announced two to three weeks in advance.



3. Recent and Key Stakeholder Meetings and Events

- Westville Town Hall Meeting 11/10/2025 Project and Personnel Introductions to Board of Supervisors

- Town of Westville 11/20/2025 Discussion with Town of Westville Supervisor about project schedule and PILOT.
	Description of planned local outreach strategies engagement activities and public eventsRow1: Boralex strongly believes in being a good neighbor and integrated member of our host communities. To that end, we begin communicating with local stakeholders early, and work to ensure that conversations are ongoing throughout the duration of the project, soliciting feedback and addressing concerns as they arise.

1. Construction 
Boralex has also been in contact with Empire State Development to identify key workforce partners in the project area. Potential partners include: the St. Lawrence County Workforce Development Board (WDB), and the Jefferson-Lewis WDB. 

While the Bid Facility is under construction, Boralex will set up mechanisms to provide the local community with progress updates on its work, capture and record their concerns and answer their questions. These actions will include: 
• Holding public information sessions. The place and time of these sessions will be based on the success of the development-phase open houses and feedback received from community members. 
• Provide opportunities for local businesses to learn about Boralex’s needs during construction and operation, as well as opportunities to introduce their offerings to Boralex and its contractors. 
• Sending out a Construction Info newsletter by mail and/or email to community members, businesses and the municipality. The newsletter will include information on construction activities that may interest community members, such as road closures. 
• Remaining in regular contact with relevant municipal authorities to ensure they kept apprised of Facility construction and that Boralex is responsive to any issues or concerns. 
• Distributing a code of conduct to all workers. 
• Regularly updating the Bid Facility website. 

All these actions will be implemented to ensure that stakeholder concerns and suggestions have been considered. Boralex will communicate regularly with local stakeholders while the Bid Facility is under construction and is committed to taking the local community into account and responding to their needs as best as possible. 

The toll-free phone number and the email address established during the development phase will be maintained and the Bid Facility website will be kept up to date. Boralex will still respond to any information requests, ideally within three business days. Boralex will also ensure follow-ups with elected officials, interest groups and affected agencies, by phone, email, post or in-person, depending on their preferences. 

2. Operation 
Project commissioning marks the beginning of a Bid Facility’s life, and for Boralex, as a long-term owner/operator, it also means the continuation of the company’s relationships with the local community and stakeholders. Therefore, the usual communication channels, such as phone, email, post and in-person meetings, will remain in effect, and Boralex’s team will remain accessible. 

In addition to these ongoing communication methods, Boralex plans to put in place the following initiatives to continue providing information and receiving comments on the Bid Facility: 
• An opening ceremony with landowners, elected officials and partners 
• A public site visit following the inauguration, where possible 
• Distribution of a newsletter once a year for the first three years of operation to organizations and residents in the vicinity of the Bid Facility to inform them about environmental monitoring and facility operation 
• Continued partnering with local organizations, affected agencies and elected officials to promote sustainability and renewable energy in the host community 
• Ongoing maintenance of the Bid Facility website, including contact details for stakeholders to get in touch with Boralex

3. Local Outreach Engagement & Activities
Prior to construction, Boralex will continue to engage with stakeholders, and host public events and open houses. To get the word out about these events, we will engage with local officials, landowners, and other stakeholders; place ads in social and traditional media platforms; mailings, emails, and telephone calls. As events occur, we compile contact information of interested parties for future communications.

Boralex plans to host networking events for local businesses to promote their services. The participation of local businesses in these events also allows Boralex to create a directory of local suppliers and services that can be used during development, construction, and maintenance of the facility, including environmental and engineering consultants, legal firms, hotels, restaurants, and grocery stores. During construction, Boralex informs local suppliers of the goods and services needed by the project and makes an effort to use local vendors and contractors whenever possible. Throughout construction, Boralex also publishes and disseminates a newsletter to the community on construction updates, potential road closures, upcoming events, and other ways to get involved or provide feedback. Boralex makes a concerted effort to reach out to business located in Disadvantaged Communities, and Minority or Women-owned Business Enterprises (MWBEs).

As construction begins, Q4 2027 to Q1 2030, and ultimately commissioning Boralex will share updates via newsletter disseminated to the community on construction updates, potential road closures, upcoming events, and other ways to get involved or provide feedback.

Our community outreach efforts are most active from early development through the first three to four years into the operation of a facility, but we will continue to be responsive to any feedback or concerns for the duration of the project’s life cycle. We will maintain an email address (info.usa@boralex.com), project-specific website - complete with frequently asked questions and information on sustainability and renewable energy - and a toll-free number (844-990-9146) to encourage ongoing stakeholder engagement.

4. Public Events
The Applicant is not new to the Bid Facility area. Boralex held multiple public open houses specific to Boralex’s Fort Covington Solar Facility, which gave us the opportunity to connect with the local community surrounding the Bid Facility early and we will continue that continued engagement specifically targeting this proposed project.   As part of its efforts to further engage with local stakeholders, the Proposer plans to host a public open house for the middle of February 2026, the meeting is tentatively scheduled for a Tuesday, with a Thursday snow cancellation back-up, prior to submission of the Article VIII permit application, and potentially following up with an additional open house following submission. There will be printed materials on display for community members to view, as well as numerous Boralex staff in attendance to answer questions.

Boralex will hold public forums, similar to those recorded and available at https://www.boralex.com/en/projects-and-sites/solar-little-salmon. To advertise these events, we will send postcards to residences and businesses in nearby zip code routes, place ads in local publications, and reach out to landowners and elected officials.

As we continue the development phase, we will keep stakeholders updated via:
• In-person meetings with nearby landowners, town and county elected officials,  school districts representatives, and other interested parties.
   o Meetings will continue throughout the development process to keep the public updated on the project’s status and to solicit feedback. In accordance with state, federal and local rules and we have organized both in-person and virtual meetings and phone calls to connect.
• Announcing upcoming events, developments, and updates via advertising on social and traditional media, mailings, emails, and telephone calls.
• Holding public events, open houses, site tours, and educational sessions.
   o Events will also be announced on social and traditional media, mailed postcards and community bulletin boards.
• Engaging with local media about the project and to educate the public on renewable energy, solar facilities, and resiliency.
• Conducting additional outreach activities and participating in public hearings consistent with the state Article VIII permitting process.

4.1 Anticipated Duration
Boralex will take an active approach to community outreach and engagement during the Bid Facility’s development, construction and the initial period of operation. Based on the current Bid Facility schedule, the duration of the active community outreach phase will be four to five years. 

Once the Bid Facility is in operation, the community outreach program will be less active though still responsive and supportive. Boralex will continue to maintain the Bid Facility website and respond to inquiries from stakeholders, landowners and elected officials and will continue to pursue partnerships with local organizations and elected officials. Throughout this period, more active public engagement activities may be planned, as appropriate. The duration of this phase of engagement will be for the operational life of the Bid Facility. 

Examples:    
• Held frequent meetings with local stakeholders along with the Town of Westville, Town of Fort Covington  , Franklin County, the Saint Regis Mohawk Tribe, and State representatives to present the Bid Facility and take note of their comments, inquiries and suggestions. The Proposer will continue to communicate with local stakeholders through all phases of the Bid Facility. 
• During development and construction, Boralex will present the status of the Bid Facility to relevant municipal authorities (e.g. town board, planning board, etc.) as requested. 
• Prior to construction and operation, Boralex will offer occasions for local businesses to learn about Boralex’s needs during construction and operation, as well as opportunities to present their services to Boralex and its contractors. The frequency of these meetings will be determined following initial stakeholder consultation. 
• Construction Info newsletters will be sent during construction, based on site activities. 
• An official launch with Bid Facility partners and local elected officials to be organized after the Bid Facility is commissioned. 
• Newsletters will be sent out at the start of commercial operation and throughout the first three years of operation.
	Description of benefits to disadvantaged communities that would be realized with the development and construction of the Bid FacilityRow1: The Bid Facility is located wholly within a disadvantaged community   (DAC)    (GEOID: 36033950200, NYSERDA), a potential opportunity to engage that community during the development, construction and operation phases of the Bid Facility. 

It should be noted that the Climate Leadership and Community Protection Act (CLCPA) represents an inflection point. The legislation is a clear acknowledgment of the public health benefits of climate action, the deleterious impacts of inaction, and a clear mandate to reduce co-pollutants in disadvantaged communities. Disadvantage communities which currently host fossil fuel units will see reductions in both greenhouse gas emissions and co-pollutants because of increased renewable market penetration. 

Implementation of the CLCPA requires the targeting of investments to benefit disadvantaged communities. Boralex is committed to advancing projects that advance the objectives of the CLCPA. Prior to construction, Boralex will initiate targeted outreach to potential contractors, subcontractors, and suppliers located in disadvantaged communities. Furthermore, Boralex will survey its contracts regarding their past and future commitments to advancing opportunities for subcontractors and suppliers located in disadvantaged communities. Long term historical inequities and injustices require long term commitments. Boralex is committed to the advancement of meaningful measures to address these inequities. Boralex is committed to a multifaceted long-term plan to advance a green and just economy. 

Additionally, the Proposer has been in frequent conversations with both host communities, and letters of support from both Westville and Fort Covington have been included in the Step 2 submission.

1. Beyond Renewables Fund
The Beyond Renewables Fund is designed to create meaningful opportunities to benefit disadvantaged communities, underrepresented populations, and the host community. At time of commercial operation, the Fund will direct resources towards local 4-H programs, 4-H summer camps, career focused education programs, and STEM Scholarships. The initiative is intended to connect with and inspire students from elementary learning to university level to seek STEM careers with a focus on increasing the diversity of those entering the STEM workforce.

1.1 Board of Advisors
The Beyond Renewables Fund is guided by an inclusive Board of Advisors to ensure that these educational and workforce development programs are designed, implemented, and carried out in
the best ways possible. This group will also help select candidates for these programs, as necessary, and evaluate the overall effort annually.

Members of this board may include representatives of:
• Host communities
• NYSERDA
• Environmental justice organizations
• New York Farm Bureau
• 4-H
• P-TECH
• Cornell University College of Agricultural Sciences
• Local workforce development organizations
• Professional organizations for underrepresented populations

2. 4-H Programs
4-H believes in developing young people who are empowered, confident, hard-working, determined, responsible and compassionate – seeing a world beyond themselves so that they have the life-long skills to succeed in college and career. To do this, 4-H:

• Creates positive learning experiences and following an experiential learning model.
• Delivered by Cooperative Extensions—a community of more than 100 public universities across the nation that provides experiences where young people learn by doing. In New York, in-school, after- school, community club and camp programs are run by Cornell Cooperative Extension.
• Has chapters in almost every county, including New York City's 5 boroughs consisting of 15 or more youth ages 8-19 who work with adult volunteers, including teachers, youth workers, staff and parents.
• Develops programs based on each group’s needs and interests.
• Focuses on the advancement of STEM learning through 4-H projects related to nutrition & health, science & technology, environmental education, community development and citizenship.
• Works to eliminate the opportunity gap by addressing critical challenges around broadband access, environmental equity, food insecurity, and physical and mental well-being, by increasing access to positive adult relationships, skill-building and leadership opportunities that give kids a sense of belonging and spark their potential. 

As an example, Ulster County 4-H runs a weekly STEM mentoring program, The Tech Wizards, for middle and high school youth designed to erase persistent gender and racial inequalities in STEM. By high school, many girls and youth of color are already socialized away from these promising fields, so the program provides an important linkage to keep these communities interested in the opportunities high tech high schools could provide. Since beginning the mentoring programs 6 years ago, they have reached over 150 youth.

2.1 4-H Programs & Boralex
Through the Beyond Renewables Fund, Boralex will commit to sponsoring and employee volunteering at 4-H Programs conducted in the host community.   Boralex will split the resources equally between the communities. Boralex will work with the 4-H Program local leadership to appropriately integrate renewable energy projects in the curriculum. The opportunities are seemingly limitless, but could include simple electricity circuit projects, field trips to hydro, solar or wind facilities, onsite habitat improvements, species identification, and/or advances in soil sequestration. Boralex will also encourage its contractors to consider playing an active role in the 4-H Program.

2.2 4-H of Franklin County
The Bid Facility is located in Franklin County. 4-H of Franklin County is run by Cornell Cooperative Extension of Franklin County, a subordinate governmental agency with an educational mission that operates under a form of organization and administration approved by Cornell University as agent for the State of New York. Boralex will help directly support the work of 4-H of Franklin County. Additionally, we will aid in the development of programs intended to increase participation from those residing in local disadvantaged communities. Furthermore, as mentioned above for every contribution provided to the 4-H of Franklin County, we will contribute directly to 4-H program delivering services to a Disadvantage Community. The 4-H and the program will be identified by the Board of Advisors.

3.  Pathways in Technology (NYS P-TECH)
NYS P-TECH program is a public-private partnership that prepares New York’s students for high- skills jobs of the future. The NYS P-TECH model delivers five core benefits to students:
• A rigorous, relevant and cost-free “grades 9 to 14” education focused on the knowledge and skills students need for Science, Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM) careers
• Workplace learning that includes ongoing mentoring by professionals in the chosen career sector, worksite visits, speakers and internships
• Intensive, individualized academic support by K-12 and college faculty within an extended academic year or school day that enables students to progress through the program at their own pace
• An Associate of Applied Science degree in a high-tech field
• The commitment to be first in line for a job with the participating business partners following completion of the program.

3.1 Boralex & P-TECH
Through the Beyond Renewables Fund, Boralex will commit to sponsoring and employee volunteering at P-TECH programs across its project portfolio. There is not currently a P-TECH program in Franklin County. However, Boralex will leverage its relationships with other P-TECH’s around the state to attempt to expand P-TECH to the Little Salmon Solar Farm community. 

Boralex will particularly focus on developing a P-TECH program that recruits students from local Disadvantaged Communities including GEOID: 36033950200.

4. STEM Scholarships
In cooperation with the Advisory Board, the Beyond Renewables Fund, will fund scholarships for graduating high school seniors. The scholarships will target students seeking either a college degree or certificate in a STEM field who live in a Bid Facility’s host community or live in a Disadvantaged Community or participated in the local 4-H program. Boralex will work with 4-H and other relevant stakeholders to promote the scholarships and will ensure that at least 50% of the scholarships will be awarded to students in Disadvantaged Communities.

5. Internships
Boralex will work with 4-Hs, other stakeholder groups, and scholarship recipients to provide opportunities to intern at Boralex. Working with programs like the NYSERDA Internship Program, Boralex will help connect the skilled emerging employees with companies focused on developing renewable energy—helping create the much-needed talent pipeline of tomorrow’s skilled workforce. 
	Description of the direct benefits to the communityRow1: As discussed above Boralex is committed to developing the Beyond Renewables Fund, designed to create meaningful opportunities to benefit disadvantaged communities, underrepresented populations, and the host community. The initiative will include direct assistance to 4-H programs, and career training programs serving the local community. Additionally, Boralex will fund STEM Scholarships for students of the host community.

For each of its projects, Boralex is committed to generating economic benefits in the host community. Strategies, such as the creation of a local suppliers register and hosting networking events to connect local businesses with the Bid Facility contractor prior to construction will be promoted. Boralex plans to work closely with both Towns, the County, local economic groups and affected agencies to put in place these kinds of initiatives, and to determine the best timing, format, and locations for these events and materials.

Based in South Glens Falls in Saratoga County since 2003, Boralex has supported over the years many local charities:

• In 2020, Boralex made a $30,000 donation to contribute to the restoration of Derby Park, an urban park located in Washington County. The Park refurbishment included a new regulation- size soccer field, a new softball field, a new basketball court, three pickleball courts, a quarter- mile of paved walking paths and two new event spaces for arts-and-crafts shows and other community festivals.
• To support our neighbors during the onset of the pandemic, Boralex made a special donation of $5,000 to the Regional Food Bank of Northeastern New York to provide essential aid to those going through difficult times related to COVID-19.
• Boralex continuously seeks ways to support organizations in our host communities to help them meet the needs of the community. This has ranged from sponsoring and volunteering for the Center for Disability Services’ Prospect Center events to partnering with the Middle Falls Fire Department and Battenkill Conservancy in improving access to river recreation.
• In an effort to expand our support to local nonprofits in line with our mission, Boralex joined the Common Roots Foundation as a legacy sponsor in 2022. As a long-term sponsor, we help fund programs that address quality of life issues impacted the greater South Glens Falls area, with a focus on environmental stewardship and community wellness.

The New York State Public Service Commission in 2021 established a “host community benefit program” through which owners of large-scale renewable energy facilities would pay $500/MW for solar each year for the first 10 years of project operation. Savings to power bills resulting from these payments will be distributed equally among all residential utility customers residing in the municipality where the Bid Facility is located.

Boralex will work with the local utilities and the community to implement and raise awareness of the program. This benefit is projected to provide $100,000 per year for the residents of in the Town of Fort Covington and the Town of Westville. Over the ten-year period, the program will result in $1,000,000 in ratepayer savings.   

Construction of the Bid Facility will occur entirely within New York State, and it will create more than 100 jobs during construction. Earthwork, foundations, racking and panel installations, collector system and power connection to the substation and to the grid are examples of work that will be done exclusively in New York State, and Boralex intends to rely on workers from New York State to complete this work. 

Local long-term jobs will also be created for the operation and maintenance of the Bid Facility. Ongoing jobs during operation may include, but not be limited to, road maintenance, snow removal, internet and IT maintenance, vehicle leasing and maintenance, and land maintenance. 

In addition to direct job creation, the Bid Facility presents opportunities for local businesses to offer their services, including environmental consultants, engineering consultants, legal firms, hotels, restaurants and grocery stores. In addition to services, the Bid Facility will need to source material in New York such as, but not limited to, gravel, steel, concrete and sand. 

Boralex, through its Beyond Renewables Fund, will also reserve an annual budget for a donation and sponsorship program to support local initiatives and charities near the Bid Facility. This budget will be effective during the construction period and throughout the Bid Facility’s operation. Boralex will pursue donation and sponsorship opportunities through consultation with the Town Board, community groups, etc. 

Boralex will also promote the Bid Facility’s environmental benefits by focusing on environmental stewardship and management during development, construction and operation. The Bid Facility will provide quiet, emission free and reliable power generation for the equivalent of approximately 56,000 NYS households per year  . The environmental benefits to the Bid Facility area could also include, but not be limited to, improved storm water management, improved soil fertility and increased pollinator habitat. These benefits will be shared with the local community and stakeholders through the communication materials and events described above. 

During its operation, the Bid Facility will also increase tax revenues to the Town of Westville, the Town of Fort Covington, Franklin County and to the local school districts. The exact tax payments have not yet been determined. 

	Description of past or planned PILOT and HCA engagementsRow1: Boralex has engaged with the Franklin County IDA and the Towns of Westville and Fort Covington with preliminary discussions related to PILOT and host community agreements. These discussions will continue and solidify prior to initiation of construction.
	Description of local interests and concerns including strategies to build support andor mitigate concernsRow1: Boralex begins conversations with our host communities from the onset of project development. We believe that engaging in thoughtful discussions early prevents surprises and undue stress to local residents and businesses, and we are able to quickly respond to concerns raised. To build strong relationships with our host communities, we are transparent, available, and committed to these locales.



We welcome feedback and input and address issues as they arise. Boralex encourages input early so concerns about noise, views, traffic, wildlife, etc., can be addressed during the planning phases and the design of the facility can be modified to address these issues. We also continue to solicit feedback throughout the project’s processes and operations in the instance that other issues arise.



1. Local Interests & Concerns 

The concerns raised to date are related to the impacts on agricultural land and potential impacts to viewsheds in the area. These potential impacts are being considered in developing the Bid Facility, and further discussions on the proposed mitigations will be pursued throughout the consultation process.



Establishing harmonious relations with stakeholders has been a successful strategy for Boralex. The foundation of a harmonious relationship is predicated on trust, communication, and shared respect. For example: 



In the fall of 2023 in the Town of Easton, some members of the community approached the Town Board calling for a moratorium on utility-scale solar. Boralex had been developing the Easton Solar project for more than 22 months, appearing before the planning board, attending public hearings, holding open houses, and generally offering opportunities for feedback on the solar project. Building on our engagement over the previous two years and 20 years operating a hydroelectric facility in the Town, we demonstrated a willingness to engage with community members to design a project that valued the community’s feedback. Stakeholder meetings led to the development of a robust landscape screening plan, complete with input from abutting landowners on preferred plantings; increased setbacks from the road; reduced footprint; a complaint management plan as part of our operations and maintenance program; and increased interest in our agricultural multi-use efforts and sponsorships. These all contributed to helping our project receive a special use permit, with conditions, in December 2023.



If needed, Boralex will use a similar strategy, based on careful listening, proactive consultation and engaging with the local media, to build public support for and respectfully responding to any opposition to the Bid Facility.



2. Mitigation of Concerns

To date, the only concern raised is the impact on farmlands. Boralex is evaluating opportunities to employ dual-use practices on the Bid Facility site (e.g. sheep grazing, creating new pollinator habitat, etc.), which Boralex anticipates may help mitigate this concern. Dual-use practices allow the land to continue to function in an agricultural capacity while simultaneously operating as a solar farm. If dual-use is not possible at the site, then the time that the land lies fallow will nonetheless give the soil an opportunity to rejuvenate, and ultimately be in better condition when the Bid Facility is decommissioned and agricultural activities start again. Information on potential dual-use at the site will be shared with stakeholders for comments and feedback. 



During construction, Boralex intends to adhere to the Guidelines for Agricultural Mitigation for Solar Energy Projects provided by New York State Department of Agriculture and Markets. 


	Description of method for soliciting project feedback including the process for sharing feedbackRow1: Boralex has projects  in  various  stages  of development  across  the state,  and  world.  With  our experience, and dedication to being an integrated member of our host communities, we have specific strategies to address public concerns.



Boralex includes visual and noise surveys as part of our environmental assessments and works to avoid a significant impact on nearby homes and businesses. For concerns about visibility, Boralex meets with those concerned and works with the project design team to alter the project in ways to reduce the visual impacts, such as three-season tree planting or using the natural landscape in determining where to place panels. For noise concerns our engineers can modify the plans to include natural buffers and position noise emitting components (i.e., inverters) farther away from any more populated areas.



1. Soliciting Feedback

Boralex begins outreach to local stakeholders early in the development of projects. We systematically meet with the local elected representatives, Town and County leadership, Industrial Development Associations, Chambers of Commerce, school districts, environmental organizations, local charities, landowners, neighbors, interested members of the community, and more. 



To provide stakeholders ample opportunity to share feedback, we host open houses, attend meetings with local organizations, and keep in close contact with stakeholders. We will maintain an email address (info.usa@boralex.com), project-specific website - complete with frequently asked questions and information on sustainability and renewable energy at the project website - and a toll-free number (844-990-9146) to encourage ongoing stakeholder engagement. The website will be updated throughout the development, construction, and operation of the project.



2. Implementing and Sharing Feedback

During the pre-application phase for this project, we are working with stakeholders to identify and address their concerns, including implementing setbacks, vegetated buffers and other changes in project design.






