
Unified Solar Permit

Communities and Local Government Team at NYSERDA

A High-Impact Action for the Clean Energy Communities Program
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Clean Energy Communities Program

Who is eligible:
 City, town, village, and county governments

Easy to participate:
 Local governments complete high-impact actions to earn grants and recognition

Key advantages include:
 Flexible grant funding with no local cost share
 Free coordinator support
 Recognition for your community's leadership

NYSERDA’s Clean Energy Communities program provides grants, coordinator support, and a clear 
path forward to local governments that demonstrate leadership by completing NYSERDA-selected 
high-impact actions.



4

Unified Solar Permit
• This action is designed for a municipal facility to streamline the approval process for 

installing solar in the community.

• The standardized permit is expected to cut costs by creating a uniform permitting process 
in municipalities across the State.

• As municipalities adopt the permit, installers and municipalities alike will save time and 
resources permitting solar electric systems.

• An expedited process will allow these standard systems to pass quickly though the 
jurisdictional review process, freeing up time for all involved parties, decreasing the 
overall installation time for customers, and allowing non-standard systems the necessary 
time for detailed review.



Unified Solar Permit
• The Unified Solar Permit is a standardized permit application designed to streamline the 

approval process for installing solar in the community.  

• The standardized permit is expected to cut costs by creating a uniform permitting process in 
municipalities across the State. 

• As municipalities adopt the permit, installers and municipalities alike will save time and 
resources permitting solar electric systems. 

• An expedited process will allow these standard systems to pass quickly though the 
jurisdictional review process, freeing up time for all involved parties, decreasing the overall 
installation time for customers, and allowing non-standard systems the necessary time for 
detailed review.



Requirements
Demonstrate completion of the Unified Solar Permit action by submitting the following 
documentation:

• Submit a certified copy of an executed local law, ordinance, or resolution adopting the New 
York State Unified Solar Permit (the permit can be accessed in the Unified Solar Permit 
toolkit at www.nyserda.ny.gov/cec). 

• Submit a copy of the Unified Solar Permit being used by the applying jurisdiction.  

• Please note that an updated version of the New York State Unified Solar Permit was released 
in October 2016. NYSERDA will only accept the new version of the permit.

http://www.nyserda.ny.gov/cec


Unified Solar Permit
• For simple small-scale installations 25kW 

or smaller 

• Based on industry standards



Permitting Costs



The Bottom Line
Local government officials that adopt the Unified Solar Permit can expect 
to:

 Efficiently handle large numbers of solar permits

Help applicants get in and out quickly

 Support the local solar industry



Tools and Resources
NYSERDA’s Solar Guidebook for Local Governments 
The guidebook includes a wealth of resources for becoming a solar-friendly community including the New 
York State Unified Solar Permit Application and Field Inspection Checklist.  It includes topics such as rooftop 
solar access requirements for firefighters and first responders, information on the Real Property Tax Law 487 
exempting solar PV systems, a fact sheet for Agricultural Districts, a fact sheet for landowners considering 
solar leases, Information on land use planning and a model solar energy law. 

CEC Technical Assistance
Dedicated and knowledgeable local Clean Energy Coordinators are available to help municipal officials 
implement the Unified Solar Permit.  To access this support, please send an email to cec@nyserda.ny.gov

mailto:cec@nyserda.ny.gov


Contact

Communities and Local Government 
New York State Energy Research and Development Authority (NYSERDA)
Email: cec@nyserda.ny.gov

www.nyserda.ny.gov/cec

mailto:cec@nyserda.ny.gov
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