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Do policy makers value input from 
scientists?  Yes… 

“We love the rare occasions we get to meet with 
scientists because we like to ask questions and 
draw on their expertise.” 
          
           -- Assembly staff member 



…but only when they can understand 
what they are being told. 

“We met with a Ph.D. from Harvard to learn about a 
chemical and why it is needed in certain products.  
She spoke for 20 minutes and after the meeting our 
staff looked at each other and said, “what the heck 
was she talking about?”   
 
   -- Senate staff member 
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Keys to Success 

• Research your audience. 
 
• Talk about how your work relates to them/their 

district/their interests. 
 

• Keep things simple, short and conversational.  
 

• Prepare material to leave behind. 
 

• Leave time for discussion. 
 

• Follow up (staff are important!) 
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How does your work relate to theirs? 



Assemblyman Fred Thiele 
(above) and Senator Phil 
Boyle (right) join scientists 
from The Nature Conservancy 
and the Biodiversity Research 
Institute in the field to monitor 
for mercury in songbirds.   

Images courtesy of The Nature Conservancy 



Why does your work matter to them? 



Remember: 
 Know what is important to your audience. 
 Be clear and concise about your “ask.” 
 Be conversational.  Don’t read! 
 Provide summary and background 

information to support them in their work. 
 Invest time in becoming “literate” in policy 

matters related to your work. 
 View communicating with policy makers as a 

relationship you are going to have to 
cultivate.  You may need to think long term, 
beyond the passage of a bill, and support 
them or others through implementation.   
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