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Do policy makers value input from
scientists? Yes...

“We love the rare occasions we get to meet with
scientists because we like to ask guestions and
draw on their expertise.”

-- Assembly staff member
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...but only when they can understand
what they are being told.

“We met with a Ph.D. from Harvard to learn about a
chemical and why it is needed in certain products.
She spoke for 20 minutes and after the meeting our
staff looked at each other and said, “what the heck
was she talking about?”

-- Senate staff member
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Keys to Success

Research your audience.

« Talk about how your work relates to them/their
district/their interests.

» Keep things simple, short and conversational.

* Prepare material to leave behind.

e [eave time for discussion.

* Follow up (staff are important!)
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How does your work relate to theirs?

e | o | | 5 |
- 7 A
(I/E’\e http://blog.syracuse.com/news/print.htmli?entry=/2013/06/safe ¢ O @ o H MY Legislature approves m... | /U—D 5 ¢ m

123

= . NYS Government + Media = Bookmarks + mNewYDrlerectoryState.‘. Ei& - - [ @ ~ Page~

NY Legislature approves measure for safe disposal of thermostats with mercury *

The Associated Press By The Associated Press
Follow on Twitter
on June 23, 2013 at 7:04 PM, updated June 23, 2013 at 7:20 PM

ALBANY, N.Y. -- Environmental groups say a measure passed by the New York State Legislature requiring manufacturers to collect and

safely dispose of mercury-containing thermostats would remove a major source of the toxic metal from the waste stream.

B

The legislation, which awaits Gov. Andrew Cuomo's signature, was
passed late Friday night by the Senate and Assembly. Environmental

and health groups have psuhed for such a law since 2010.

"Over the years, New York has taken great strides to reduce mercury
pollution,” Laura Haight of the New York Public Interest Research
Group said in a prepared statement Sunday. "This bill addresses one of
the largest remaining sources of mercury pollution in New York, the
hundreds of thousands of mercury-containing thermostats that are

discarded each year."

Mercury is a highly potent neurotoxin that is extremely harmful to
pregnant women and children. A state law in 2005 phased out the sale

of many mercury-containing consumer products and banned their

disposal in solid waste facilities. But discarded mercury products still

end up in the waste stream. NYPIRG estimates that 310,000 mercury- NYPIRG estimates that 310,000 mercury-containing thermostats are
discarded annually in New York, and only about 3,500 of them are
containing thermostats are discarded annually in New York, and only collected under voluntary recycling programs.

. New York Public Interest Research Group
about 3,500 of them are collected under voluntary recycling programs.
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Assemblyman Fred Thiele
(above) and Senator Phil
Boyle (right) join scientists
from The Nature Conservancy
and the Biodiversity Research
Institute in the field to monitor
for mercury in songbirds.

Images courtesy of The Nature Conservancy
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to the American economy. censear drsicrs

spend $544 billion on outcdoor moreation — on gear, vehickes, trips, tewe ke bted

expenses anc] mone. This creates jobs, sup ports communities, genemtes Ex
mevenue and helps drive the ecanamy. Thoughowt Amenca, people moog nize
that cutdoor moeation 2nd open spaces attect and sustain EBmilies and

businesses, create healthy communities and foster = high quality of life.
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[Mew Yark ofiers spectacu e routdoor recreation opportunities 3t teasued
destirations, inclucling Finger Lakes Mational Forest, the Shawangunk
Iauntains and many others, bringing in dolla = from esidents and out-of-state
wisitors alike.
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k matter to them?

The Economic Benefits of New York’s
Environmental Protection Fund

e Envirormental Protection Fund (EFF) &5 Mew ¥ orks

fimding sewwce for critical envirormental programs. The
EPF suppotts a dverse nmuber of programs in the broad
categories of Open Space, Solid Wasts, and Farks, Recreation,
and His torie Feservation. The Trust for Public Land condumed
veseayoh sumumArEing and g ntiffing the signifirant economic
benefits to local commmumities throughout the s@te of EPF
inestments to protect Mew Y ofk’s environment

ECOnoMIZ BEHERTTS

"Throwgh ifs varions progaws, the EPF supports undeds of
thousands of jobs in Mewr York State across a broad spectrum of
dvstries, indhuding sutde toursmy, forst products, and
agriultwe, EPF supp orted dustries geverate billions for the
state’s economy every year. Additionally, aceoxding to The Trust
for Public Land for every §1 of EPF fimids invested i land
corservation, $7 in natural goods and services is returmed to the
State of Mewr Y s, Measy T0 percent of MewrY orkers belisre
thatwe can lavea ckanand strong economy at the same time

a Jaba wnd Strengehen I ocal E by

Mew York voters believe we can promote
a strong econamy and clean environment
at the same fime.

No
32%
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o Funl communitis rely especialy on vhitor spending to create
Iocaljobs. In the & dirondack Fark towism genentes 17
pervent of all ernployrment and brings in $1.2 bilion in visitor
spending each par

Space
Between 1999 and 2008 the EFF protected 338,000 acres, helping  Suppart Hevr Yeork's Agricnbeure and Forert Industries

to create jobs and bus iness, increase toursm, support the
agriculiure and forest products industries, and provide natural
good and services

+ Outdoor recation & a major component of Newr Y otk
State’s econamy contrbuting $11.3 bilion to the state’s
tourkm economy each year —over 23 percent of the sm1e's
total touism industyy.!

Approdratsly 130,000 jobs in Mewr ¥ otk Smteareswpponed
by active outdoar recia tion activity which includss biking,
Idring, and canoeing, Active out door recre tion gensrate

Working farmand and forests are two critical dustries protected
by the EPF. Farmlimd preservation progams protect farms from
being developedand enable fammers to reinvest in their bisinesses
and hire 2 dditioral workets. Frotection of timberlands helys
mintai a o ompetitive Forest products industry.

o Agrioubie £ big busiess in Mew Y ork. In 2007 there were
36,400 farms in Mew Y otk Ste with wmual sikes of $4.4
billion. These farms provided abnost 120,000 jobs directly®

« TFamn production corbined with ags-service and food

anml tax revenues for the state of rearky $300 million?

EPF protected hnds supp ort wildlifeassociated receation in
MewY ozh. In 200, over 4.5 million residents and visitors
partivipated in fishing, hunting, or wildlife satching in the
state “Thi activity genentd ovar $3.5 bilion insales?

sertors generates $22 billion anmmally for Mevr
York's economys

+ Forest-relted mannficturing and logging contrbute $4.5
billion to Mew ¥ ork’s economyand employ 39,000 Mewr
Yorkers T



Remember:

v" Know what is important to your audience.
v Be clear and concise about your “ask.”
v Be conversational. Don'’t read!

v Provide summary and background
iInformation to support them in their work.

v' Invest time in becoming “literate” in policy
matters related to your work.

v' View communicating with policy makers as a
relationship you are going to have to 3
cultlvate You may need to thlnk Iong term
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