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1.  Look Through Their Eyes 



“Natural Resources”? 



   2.  Clear Away Obstacles 



Some words with several meanings 

        

       Uncertainty 

       Nutrients 

       Organic 

       Sensitivity 

        





Source: R.C.J. Somerville and S. J. Hassol, Communicating the Science of Climate Change. Physics 
Today, October 2011 

 Article for your colleagues vs. article for the public 





Rethink 
PowerPoint 



U.S. Lands Under Drought Conditions, 
2000-2012 

• Meteorologists generally define drought as a prolonged period of dry weather 
caused by a lack of precipitation that results in a serious water shortage for some 
activity, population, or ecological system.  

• Average drought conditions across the nation have varied since records began in 
1895. The 1930s and 1950s saw the most widespread droughts, while the last 50 
years have generally been wetter than average. 

• Over the period from 2000 through 2012, roughly 30 to 70 percent of the U.S. land 
area experienced conditions that were at least abnormally dry at any given time.  

• The years 2002, 2003, 2007, and 2012 were relatively high drought years, while 
2001, 2005, 2009, and 2010 were relatively low drought years. 

• In 2012, the United States experienced the driest conditions in more than a 
decade.  

– During the latter half of 2012, more than half of the U.S. land area was covered by moderate or 
greater drought.  

– In several states, 2012 was among the driest years on record.  
 



In 2012, the United States experienced the driest 
conditions in more than a decade. 



Link the Unfamiliar 
With the Familiar 



http://youtu.be/yiC71m_pt4k 
 

3.  Speak From the Heart 

http://youtu.be/yiC71m_pt4k�


70% of Americans believe that scientists 
contribute a lot to the well-being of society. 



In Conclusion 

 

 

 

• Know your audience—look through their eyes. 

• Clear away the obstacles—unfamiliar words, 
too many words, abstraction. 

• Show why you care—speak from the heart. 



These resources might be helpful. 
• Burroughs Wellcome Fund. Communicating Science: Giving Talks. Second Edition.  

http://www.bwfund.org/career-tools/communicating-science-giving-talks 

• Gope, G. and Swan, J. The Science of Scientific Writing. American Scientist. November-December 1990. 
http://www.americanscientist.org/issues/pub/the-science-of-scientific-writing and a summary at 
http://twp.duke.edu/uploads/media_items/science-for-scientific-writing-handout.original.pdf 

• Hassol, S.  Improving How Scientists Communicate About Climate Change. Eos, Vol. 89, No. 11, 11 March 
2008. http://www.climatecommunication.org/resources/articles/improving-how-scientists-communicate-
climate-change/ 

• Holland, G. Improving Science Communication in an Era of Media Diversity (Draft) 
http://www.mmm.ucar.edu/people/holland/files/Communicating_Science_Discussion_Paper_V2.4E.pdf 

• Marshall, M. “Talk Nerdy to Me.” Science TEDTalk. 2012 http://blog.ted.com/2012/10/11/6-tips-on-how-
scientists-and-engineers-can-excite-rather-than-bore-an-audience/ 

• Nisbet, M. Framing Science: A new Paradigm in Public Engagement. In L. Kahlor and P. Stout (Eds.), 
Communicating Science: New Agendas in Communication (pp. 40-67). New York: Routledge, 2011. 
http://climateshiftproject.org/wp-
content/uploads/2013/01/Nisbet2009_FramingScience_NewAgendasChapter.pdf 

• Reynolds, G. blog on presentation design (see entries on science presentations): 
http://www.presentationzen.com/ 

• Sackler Colloquium, The Science of Science Communication. National Academy of Sciences, May 2012. 
http://www.nasonline.org/programs/sackler-colloquia/completed_colloquia/science-communication.html 

• Tips for Science Communication from 2011 Fame Lab finalists. 
http://blogs.nature.com/ofschemesandmemes/2011/06/16/science-festivals-part-14 
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“Thank you, thank you, Sam-I-Am!” 
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