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Energy Solutions: A Brochure
SPN LESSON #6
TEACHER INFORMATION
LEARNING OUTCOME

Students are able to communicate to others the benefits of photovoltaic systems as an alternative
source of energy, as evidenced by brochures they develop.

LESSON OVERVIEW

This lesson increases student awareness of energy alternatives with a focus on photovoltaic systems.
The final product is a collection of informative brochures to be handed out during parent night or at a
public meeting. Individuals with little or no knowledge of photovoltaic systems should be able to read
any of the brochures and come away with a basic understanding of the need for alternative energy
sources and the strengths of PV systems.

A rubric that establishes the criteria to be met is provided. Students are required to use a minimum of
four sources and select only relevant material for inclusion in the brochure. The information and
graphics must be concisely formatted.

GRADE-LEVEL APPROPRIATENESS

This Level II or III language arts/art/general energy lesson is intended for use with students in grades
6-8, but can be adapted for older students.

MATERIALS
Each student should have:
* access to the Internet, library, and other sources of energy information
* access to a computer and color printer
* paper (8.5 x 11 inch)
» software for creating brochure layout
* copy of scoring rubric for Energy Solutions: A Brochure (see student handout)
SAFETY
There are no safety concerns associated with this lesson.

TEACHING THE LESSON

Before class:

» Run off copies of the student handout.

+ Assemble a collection of informational brochures for students to use for design and format ideas.
These brochures will model how concise the wording must be and how to organize information.
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Brochures are readily available at medical offices, travel agencies, and so on. Do not provide
students with energy-related brochures. These could stifle student creativity.

» Energy Solutions: A Brochure can be taught at any point during the school year. It is designed to
serve as an introduction for both students and parents to the photovoltaic panel on the roof ofthe
school.

* Interdisciplinary Connection: Energy Solutions: A Brochure could be used as a writing exercise,
rather than a science or technology lesson.

During class, before starting the activity:

* Since this is an awareness activity, merely ask students if they are aware of the school’s
photovoltaic system and if they know how one operates, what it provides, and so on. This should
be a very general discussion.

 Explain to students that they will be doing several laboratory investigations throughout the year
that rely on data generated by the system, and introduce the term DAS (an acronym for “data
acquisition system”). Students should be made aware of the fact that the system is being provided
through New York State Energy Research and Development Authority (NYSERDA) funding.

* Assign the brochure project. Tell students that some of their brochures will be copied and given to
parents during parent night and handed out at school board meetings. The purpose of the brochure
design project is to provide the students, as well as their parents and other community members,
with more information about what the photovoltaic system does and how it operates.

» Encourage students to use graphics and data from the school’s DAS in the brochures.

During class, after completing the activity:

Display all of the brochures. Invite students to look through them and to select those that should be
distributed to parents, the school board, and other members of the community.

ACCEPTABLE RESPONSES FOR DEVELOP YOUR UNDERSTANDING SECTION

Activity Analysis
1. (a) Make a list of five or more criteria you would use to judge energy resources. The criteria

listing could include cost, environmental impact, reliability, and so on. Once your list is
complete, rank the criteria, from most important to least important.

Answers will vary. Check to see if there are at least five criteria. Cost, reliability, and
environmental impact may be included in the five. Other criteria might include whether it is
available, whether it is renewable or nonrenewable, and if it must be imported.

(b) Use your list to evaluate photovoltaic cells as a source of electrical energy. Explain how
each criterion is met or not met, and describe the overall rating you would assign to a
photovoltaic system.

Answers will vary. Check to see that an explanation is provided for whether or not
photovoltaic systems meet each criterion. The overall rating should also be provided.

2. How did creating the brochure increase your understanding of photovoltaic systems and their
potential as a source of energy for many homes and businesses?
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Answers will vary. Student knowledge of photovoltaic systems should have increased as a
result of the activity.

3. If you were able to build a new home within the next year, explain why you would or would
not install a photovoltaic system.

Answers will vary. Students should provide a sound explanation that uses information from
the research they did for the brochure. It is important for them to support the decision to
install or not to install a PV system with facts rather than opinions.

ADDITIONAL SUPPORT FOR TEACHERS

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

It is important for students to understand that a permanent source of energy must be renewable.
Realistically, society’s future relies on two major energy sources: the Sun and the Earth’s interior
heat. Energy from these sources can take many forms. The Sun creates heat that keeps Earth
warm. The Sun is also responsible for making the wind blow, the rain fall, and plants grow. All of
these processes can be used for energy.

Presently, solar energy provides only a tiny fraction of our energy requirements. Significant
amounts of solar radiation are available across the United States. Many think that specific regions
of the country, such as the Southwest, are appropriate for increased reliance on solar energy while
other regions are not. This is a misconception. Maine receives 70% as much sunlight as Arizona.
Solar energy can be successfully utilized in both locations.

Solar energy can be broken down into two major categories: direct and indirect. Direct solar energy
is captured from sunlight and used for generating electricity, heating, and cooling. Indirect solar
energy comes from natural processes driven by the Sun. Biomass, wind, and hydroelectric power
are examples.

Photovoltaic or solar cells fall into the direct solar energy category. They provide a way of
generating electricity from sunlight. Solar cells are typically composed of thin wafers of silicon that
emit electrons when struck by light. PV production has grown at a rate of 50% per year since the
1970s. During this rapid growth period, the cost has fallen. For example, between 1950 and 1980,
the cost per watt fell from the $400/watt it cost on NASA’s Vanguard I to about $5/watt retail. At
PV manufacturing costs of about $400/watt in the 1950s, the cost of electricity generated from a PV
system was about $25/kilowatt-hour. At PV manufacturing costs of about $4/watt today, the cost of
electricity generated from a PV system is about 25¢/kilowatt-hour. New developments in PV cell
production are making photovoltaics competitive with traditional electricity sources. Cost and
availability are not prohibitive factors—but awareness is.
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REFERENCES FOR BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Chiras, Daniel D. Environmental Science: A Framework for Decision Making. Addison-
Wesley Publishing Company, Menlo Park, CA, 1989.

Miller, Kenneth and Joseph Levine. Biology. Pearson Education, Inc., Upper Saddle River,
NJ, 2003.

National Science Education Standards. National Academy Press, Washington, DC, 1996.
Wright, Richard T. and Bernard J. Nebel. Environmental Science: Toward a Sustainable

Future.
Pearson Education, Inc., Upper Saddle River, NJ, 2002.

EXTENDED ACTIVITIES

Graphic Arts

Students could make a poster to go along with the brochure. The theme of the poster might be
“Traveling to Our Future.” The design should incorporate some of the elements typically seen in
travel posters—great pictures, color, and minimal text. Photovoltaic energy should be the featured
energy source.

Technology Education

Provide students with several solar cells, wires, a milliammeter, and construction materials. Invite
them to design and construct a model home that relies on photovoltaic cells as a source of
electricity. Students must consider factors such as the placement of the cells, the design of the
house, and the location of the house on its lot. The goal is to provide electricity to each room for as
long as possible before the owner would need to resort to other electricity sources.

Produced by the Research Foundation of the State University of New York
with funding from the New York State Energy Research and Development Authority(NYSERDA)
www.nyserda.ny.gov

(STUDENT HANDOUT SECTION FOLLOWS)
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Name

Date

Energy Solutions: A Brochure

Introduction

You are challenged to create a trifold brochure to be handed out at a public meeting or parent night at
your school. The brochure should provide concerned citizens/parents with information about solar
energy with a focus on the school’s photovoltaic system. It is your task to compare solar energy to
more traditional sources such as fossil fuels and explain why a greater use of solar energy is a part of
everyone’s future.

The brochure should be creative as well as informative so that people will be interested in picking it up
and reading through it. Be sure to include accurate, up-to-date information and graphics that illustrate
important ideas. You should reference at least four sources of information on a separate “works cited”
page to be handed in along with your brochure.

Refer to the scoring rubric for Energy Solutions: A Brochure to help you select the information to be
included and for general guidelines. The rubric will be used for grading purposes.
DEVELOP YOUR UNDERSTANDING
Materials
Each student should have:
+ access to the Internet, library, and other sources of energy information
* access to a computer and color printer
* paper (8.5 x 11 inch)
+ software for creating brochure layout

* copy of scoring rubric for Energy Solutions: A Brochure
Activity Analysis

1. (a) Make a list of five or more criteria you would use to judge energy resources. The criteria listing
could include cost, environmental impact, reliability, and so on. Once your list is complete,
rank the criteria, from most important to least important.

(b) Use your list to evaluate photovoltaic cells as a source of electrical energy. Explain how each
criterion is met or not met and the overall rating you would assign to a photovoltaic system.

2. How did creating the brochure increase your understanding of photovoltaic systems and their
potential as a source of energy for many homes and businesses?

3. If you were able to build a new home within the next year, explain why you would or would not
install a photovoltaic system.
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Scoring Rubric for Energy Solutions: A Brochure

Rating Scale: 4 = Excellent 3 =Very Good 2 = Acceptable

1 = Unacceptable

0 = Missing

Section of Brochure

Overall appearance of brochure
» printed on 8.5 x 11 inch paper
* includes graphics

* neat and appealing

Works cited
* 4 sources referenced
* printed on separate page from brochure

Graphic of a photovoltaic panel

* drawing, photocopy, or photograph of a photovoltaic system
is included in the brochure

* key parts of the panel are clearly indicated

» function of each of the parts is explained

A

[e)

Information about photovoltaic systems includes a:
* rationale for investing in alternative energy sources
* listing of the benefits of solar energy

* description of what a photovoltaic system is and how it works

* cost analysis (How does the cost of electricity from a PV
system compare to the cost of electricity generated by more
traditional sources? What does a PV system cost? What is the
payback time?)

* description of complications associated with solar energy

* discussion of the research outlook
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Two other interesting facts about solar energy
(e.g., Solar energy is important to all life on Earth because....)

Total Points

Comments:

Energy Solutions: A Brochure
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