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Climate change is the leading public health issue of our time. 

At the American Public Health Association, we envision a future 
when climate change is a national priority with broad social and 
political support. A future when our nation addresses climate 
change in ways that improve public health and health equity, 
spurring the healthiest nation in one generation.

—Dr. Georges Benjamin, executive director



• Our Mission
Improve the health of the 
public and achieve equity in 
health status

• Our Vision
Create the healthiest nation 
in one generation

• Our Values
Reflect the beliefs of our 
members from all disciplines 
of public health and over 40 
countries.

Climate and health journey 
began in the 1920s

Supported CDC’s Climate 
and Health Program

Hosted the Year of Climate 
Change and Health

Established the Center for 
Climate, Health and Equity

About APHA

Creating the Healthiest Nation 

in One Generation



A HOLISTIC REVIEW

Challenges



Challenges

Health Impacts of Climate Change

1. Heat

2. Poor air quality

3. Vector-borne diseases

4. Disasters & extremes



How does Climate Change Impact 
our Mental Health and Wellbeing?

• Immediate Impacts

• Gradual Impacts

• Indirect Impacts

Source: Making the Connection: Climate Changes Mental Health

Mental Health

Challenges



Challenges

Disproportionate burden of climate 

change

Source: Fourth National Climate Assessment’s Figure 14.2 “Vulnerable Populations”



2Health Equity Report for the District of Columbia 2018

Climate, Health & Equity 

Health Equity 101
What Drives Health?

• Health is more than Health Care

• Health inequities are neither 
natural nor inevitable

• Your zip-code may be more 
important than your genetic code 
for health

• The choices we make are shaped 
by the choices we have before us

• Structural racism acts as a force 
in the distribution of 
opportunities to health

• All policy is health policy

Source: Health Equity Report for the District of Columbia 2018
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Climate, Health and Equity

Health Equity 101



Climate, Health and Equity

Healthy Housing 

Americans spend roughly 70% of their time in the home. 

The home environment, in turn, may promote or diminish 

health. 

~35M metropolitan homes in the US have at least one 

health or safety hazard, exposing residents to preventable 

risks, such as:

▪ Lead exposure

▪ Nurturing environment for mites, roaches, rodents, 

and molds—all of which may exacerbate asthma

▪ Preventable and unintentional injuries lead to 

~11,000 deaths from falls fires, drownings and 

poisonings



Climate, Health and Equity

Past housing policies are still impacting 

communities today

House affordability affects health 

outcomes:

• Inability to pay rent can force families 

to constantly move

• Frequent mobility and house instability 

have been linked to gaps in health 

insurance coverage among children 

Redlining practices have pushed people of 

color to live in worse housing conditions 

and less desirable neighborhoods with 

higher environmental health risk 

• Less green spaces to reduce heat

• Air pollution 

Source: September 2020 Closing the Racial Inequality Gaps.

https://ir.citi.com/%2FPRxPvgNWu319AU1ajGf%2BsKbjJjBJSaTOSdw2DF4xynPwFB8a2jV1FaA3Idy7vY59bOtN2lx

VQM%3D

https://ir.citi.com/PRxPvgNWu319AU1ajGf+sKbjJjBJSaTOSdw2DF4xynPwFB8a2jV1FaA3Idy7vY59bOtN2lxVQM=


Climate, Health and Equity

Heat Island Effect

Source: Green Ribbon



THE TIME IS NOW

Energy is a Public Health Issue



About APHA

Our Journey into Energy Equity

• Policy Statements

• APHA Annual Meeting

• Factsheets

• Publication



Energy Equity as a Public Health Issue

Policy Statements

• The Public Health Impact of Energy Policy in the United 
States (2018)

• The Environmental and Occupational Health Impacts of 
Unconventional Oil and Gas Industry (2018)

• Public Health Opportunities to Address the Health 
Effects of Air Pollution (2017)

• Public Health Opportunities to Address the Health 
Effects of Climate Change (2015)

• Preventing Environmental and Occupational Health 
Effects of Diesel Exhaust (2014)



Energy Equity as a Public Health Issue

2019 APHA Annual Meeting

Roundtable questions:
1.How do U.S. energy transitions build from and 

contribute to environmental injustices and public 
health issues?

2.What does an energy just future look like for the 
U.S.?

3.What role can public health professionals play in the 
policy or program development of a just transition?



Energy Equity as a Public Health Issue

Factsheets & Publications



Solutions 

Visualizing an energy just future

The risks and benefits are equitably distributed 

Affordable energy is available 

Power is distributed 

Profits are reinvested locally

Existing infrastructure is used for renewable power

Improved environmental health conditions 

Relevant sectors are engaged



Solutions: ENERGY EQUITY 

Case examples of energy just future

Partnership for Southern Equity’s Just Energy 

Circle and Just Energy Academy works to 

eliminate energy insecurity by advancing 

policies and institutional actions that promote 

racial equity and shared prosperity for all in the 

growth of metropolitan Atlanta and the 

American South.  



Solutions: ENERGY JUSTICE

Case examples of energy just future

The Energy Democracy Project and the 

Initiative for Energy Justice develop 

resources to build collective power and 

advance the movement to democratize 

energy by providing law and policy resources 

to advocates and policymakers. 



Energy as a Public Health Issue 

Path to Justice



Energy as a Public Health Issue 

Multi-solving

Transition to healthy, sustainable agricultural 
practices

Remove fossil fuels subsidies

Shift to zero-carbon electricity

Increase access to healthy transport options

Strengthen the public health system

Invest in health recovery from the COVID-19 
pandemic

Source: 2020 US Lance Countdown Brief

http://www.lancetcountdownus.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/FINAL-2020_12_02_Lancet-Countdown-Policy-Document-USA-

ENG.pdf?hsCtaTracking=3d902c23-c855-441f-ab5d-61f4f76a2ea1%7C6d90df30-4bf7-42f3-a282-f61d5292a03e

http://www.lancetcountdownus.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/FINAL-2020_12_02_Lancet-Countdown-Policy-Document-USA-ENG.pdf?hsCtaTracking=3d902c23-c855-441f-ab5d-61f4f76a2ea1%7C6d90df30-4bf7-42f3-a282-f61d5292a03e


Energy as a Public Health Issue 

Partnerships

Strengthen community partnerships

Support research and benchmarking

Advocate for policy

Develop education and communication

Reimagine transportation



Energy as a Public Health Issue

Energy Just Future

Equitable distribution of risks and benefits

Profits are reinvested locally

Communities experience the health benefits 
of improved environmental health conditions

All relevant sectors are engaged in the just 
transition process



Thank You

Surili Sutaria Patel 
Center for Climate, Health and Equity

Here’s how to connect:
apha.org/climate

@SuriliSutaria

@ClimateHealthEquity
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