
THE STATE OF POVERTY

In The Empire State

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Poverty statistics are helpful to understanding the current state of poverty in the empire state, however they are not the whole story – for every number, there are real people – families and individuals with stories to share.  In a very short amount of time allocated today, we can just give a brief overview of the numbers and we want to remind you that for every seven people in this room, there is a New Yorker living in poverty.  Nearly 16 people in every 100 New Yorkers, are not able to meet their basic needs.  Many are working two or three jobs, juggling work schedules and family responsibilities every day, while not having enough to eat or safe and stable housing.



New York’s Community Action Network includes 49 organizations                       
serving every county and borough in the state, including:
Community Action Planning Council of Jefferson County

Community Action changes people’s lives, embodies the spirit of hope, 
improves communities, and makes America a better place to live.  We 
care about the entire community, and we are dedicated to helping 

people help themselves and each other.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Community Action Agencies have been created to fill the gaps in the community they serve.  Community Needs Assessments are performed regularly and the CAA partners with other stakeholders in the community to ensure the impacts of poverty are being addressed and reduced.This is where the local person will introduce hermself (themselves) and their local agency, giving a brief outline of the services provided.



Available On Line:
www.nyscommunityaction.org

NYS 
Annual 
Poverty
Report
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Presentation Notes
Each year NYSCAA releases a report based on the US Census Bureau’s American Communities Survey, providing every member of the NYS Legislature with a hard copy and making the entire report available to all via the NYSCAA website.  The report is based on the US Census Bureau’s five year estimates.  The reason five year data is used is because the margin of error is greatly reduced by using the larger sample size;  in fact, for some of the smaller counties and communities, the only data available is the five year data.  All of these reports can be accessed at factfinder2.census.gov – there is a data key in the report that specifies the exact USCB Reports used, making it easy to go right to the source.



STATEWIDE POVERTY RATE

2016:  15.6%
2015:  15.9%
2014:  15.6%
2013:  15.1%

Relatively 
Unchanged

15.7%

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The poverty rate for all New Yorkers has not changed much in the past couple of years.  This may seem like good news, but really, if the recession is over and there is a solid recovery, we might expect to see the number falling significantly, not staying the same.  The five year data is currently 2011 – 2015 – there’s a lag because it takes a while to collect and analyze the data – so the numbers come out at the end of the year for the five year period that ended with the year preceding.



2017 POVERTY REPORT DATA
Five year data – 2011 - 2015

Children under 18:  22.2%
Adults over 25:  12.7%
Senior Citizens over 65+:  11.5%
Hispanic/Latino: 25.9%
African American: 23.4%
White: 11.3%
Households w/single mother head and children 38.4%
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Presentation Notes
Of all the children in NYS under the age of 18, 22.2% live in poverty.  In 2016, it was 22.1%.Of all adults over the age of 25 in NYS, 12.7% live in poverty. In 2016, it was 12.5%Of all senior New Yorkers, 65 or older, 11.5% live in poverty. In 2016, it was 11.4%Of all New Yorkers self identifying as Hispanic or Latino, 25.9% live in poverty. In 2016, it was 25.9%Of all New Yorkers self identifying as African American, 23.4% live in poverty. In 2016, it was 23.5%Of all New Yorkers self identifying as White, 11.3% live in poverty. In 2016, it was 11.3%Of all households in NYS with a single female head of household and children under age 18, 38.4% of households live in poverty. In 2016, it was 38.4%



EDUCATION & POVERTY

No HS Diploma or Equivalent:  29.3%
HS Diploma or Equivalent:  15.1%
Associate Degree:  10.9%
Bachelors Degree or Higher: 5.3%

Relatively unchanged

Gender Wage Gap
Also remains relatively unchanged –
Median earnings with high school diploma or equivalent:

All: $30,084
Male: $35,051
Female:$24,140
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Presentation Notes
Of all people over 25 years who have no high school diploma or equivalency diploma, 29.3% live in poverty.  In 2016, it was 28.8%.Of all people over 25 years who have a high school diploma or equivalency diploma, 15.1% live in poverty.  In 2016, it was 14.9%.Of all people over 25 years who have an associate degree or some college or post HS certification, 10.9% live in poverty.  In 2016, it was 10.6%.Of all people over 25 years who a bachelors or higher college degree, 5.3% live in poverty.  In 2016, it was 5.2%.



COUNTY POVERTY RATE

Jefferson County
May 16

15.1%
Children under 18:  22.3%
Seniors 65+:  5.9%
Hispanic/Latino:  18.2%
African American:  12.6%



Go to NYSCAA’s website 
to access this page 

and other data!
www.nyscommunityaction.org



The NYS Education Department reported:  46% of students 
were eligible for free or reduced lunch in January 2016.

Massachusetts Institute of Technology calculated the living 
wage for a household of one adult and one child:  $27.16.

National Low Income Housing Coalition’s report “Out of 
Reach 2016” lists the hourly wage required for a fair market 
rate apartment with two bedrooms:  $26.69.
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Presentation Notes
The NYS Education Department reported:  46% of students were eligible for free or reduced lunch in January 2016.  Not every student that is eligible actually gets the free or reduced meals.  In some schools, if the poverty rate is high enough in the community, all are provided with a free lunch – but even then it doesn’t mean they all actually access it.  Some schools provide breakfast and lunch, some only lunch.  Note it’s free OR reduced – not all included in the 46% are eligible for free lunch.Massachusetts Institute of Technology calculated the living wage for a household of one adult and one child:  $27.16.  This is the hourly amount an adult working a 40 hour a week job would have to earn per hour to provide the very basic needs – no frills.  You can find more at livingwage.mit.edu – including county rates.National Low Income Housing Coalition’s report “Out of Reach 2016” lists the hourly wage required for a fair market rate apartment with two bedrooms:  $26.69.  This means a single adult working full time, 40 hours a week would need to make $26.69 per hour in order to not only cover the bare basics of food, utilities… but also a two bedroom apartment at fair market rate.  For more, access the report at www.nlihc.org 



2017 Federal Poverty Guidelines
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Presentation Notes
The Secretary of the Department of Health and Human Services is required to update the poverty guidelines annually based on the Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers.  These guidelines are used as an eligibility criterion by a number of federal programs – though different programs use different percentages of the federal poverty guideline.  The number listed is the annual household income in dollars.



FUNDING

NYSCAA’s annual Poverty Report is funded by the Community Services 
Block Grant (CSBG) program, through the New York State Department of 
State. It was created by the New York State Community Action 
Association (NYSCAA) under Grant Number C1000601. Any opinion, 
findings, and conclusions, or recommendations expressed in this material 
are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the views of the 
NYS Department of State. 



NYSCAA
2 Charles Boulevard
Guilderland, NY 12084

Contact
NYSCAA:

www.nyscommunityaction.org

518 –690 -0491

http://www.nyscommunityaction.org/
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