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RE NewYork StateChmateActmnCouncleraﬁ ScoymgPlan Comments ' S
:_ :'I,‘u whom 1t mayconcem :

b : Thls letter isin response to the newly released “New York State Chmate Actmn Counc:l Draft Scopm Plan”,
 in December 2021. After careful review of the plan we have concluded the goal of the plan & redu greenhe'

e uniaffordable, unrealistic and places an insurmountable burden on smaller communities, pameﬂarly 1n the rural {

L unrelxable eiectnc Services. wfnch poses a problem e inf; 3
- and service pmwders ‘Flectric service is often’ intermpted due to heavy snow, ice, wind and even celd, Ieawng homes
. without power. for hours and ¢ even days. . The cost burden to upstate homeowners to retrofit heatmg sor ] '

" additional fax could depnve low to moderate income '0 a’ffordable heatmg The mandate would '

© . critical pgmt ig that upstats homeowners!busxnesses who review their options for heating their homefbusmess Id, fara:

. variety of reasons including safety, affordability, and reliability, make a rationale decision to select 2 an efficient fossil fuel :

1 system, Depnvmg our residents and businesses of that decision will only further drive resxdcnis and busmesses out of of
- commumnes puttmg addmonal burdcn on our already struggimg loca] eeonomxes ' Lo

_ _':_: i Indusmal commercml and agnculnn‘ai busmcsses requzre ‘consistent and rehable soum for heat, operatior
- transportation. . Without these basic services t busmesscs'cannot function profitably and will ultimately seek: refuge in.

o hundrcds of‘ busmessas and jobs any addltlonal jo’b ioss wﬂl only exacerbate an a}ready stramed economy.- :

o s1ghted. New York communities are afforded homc ru?e through the Ncw York Staié

Cef t}m proposed mandates ’Ihe case studxes szted in the' plan are. pnmarﬁy foczzsed on urbah s
.. neighborhoods” without concern for the low to moderate iricone conities in the more rural ancas t;f Nex
i ’I‘he concept of nde share and pubhc transportatmn are not pracﬁcabie: in more mral commum

S The ccsts and safety assoc:ated w:th hous.ehold heai .conversmns is a]so very dlffcrent in upstate rural areas than m -
o urban are:as of the state. Most housmg stock in ruraI areas ane clder woad ﬁ'ame smgl od _re:

- use of woed and eieciric space heaters. - the forpier p;:-smf-" a heaith impact an the Tatter PoSIng !

teleased
emissions is certainly commendable, but the process in which ﬂus plan 1 proposes to meet the: lofty

régions. The: ‘concept of “mandating” change rather than incentivizing and enabling change iz b

spccxaﬁy m’_the wmter season dueto th

ether :
'umtta_ S

sfure of New York State has already cost our comr

. g. i ‘As ]ocai leaders we aclmowledge that clnnaie change is here the acts of ammg tempemm;e'm woﬂd 5 3
2 .are, kn R
for the most part, will-continue o the end of this century Rwenne upstate contmuinities have a hclghtened awa::;ieasng’f._-___ i

| . the impacts from flooding, heavy winter snow and ice stormis and major wind evenis. - It is ‘more. likely that heavy - o

B . precipitation events will intensify and become more frequent. The impacts of these weather related. events have s common - ::
e :ﬂuead in that they catise damage not only to przvate homes and busmesses but alsc to the very fragﬂa electnc infra i

struchire




£

S New York State Loss of power from thcse event generally lasts days and even w“ks leaving. e dbd
- . businesses at the mercy of. the elements. - When these events happen: during cold wet months a frue: threat‘ human Jifs
- exists. Unlike more urban areas, shelter locations and warming facilities for displaced victims are limited. Hot miedls are
" . the mercey of volunteer orgamzauons and repairs to the fragile infrastructure is vften delayed due to the

. in outlying, hard to reach areas in our mountainos terrain, ‘A system soleiy reham on eiecmﬁcatm:i wnh ne
R ﬁ-omothersoumes matesathreatmpubhchea}thandweifam._._ L A : :

[t _3 . support and sustmn theu' homes, busmesses and jObS Thc xdeal sitation is apnmary source of energ'y_ _hat i
- useof fossil fuels on a daily basis with an emphasis onredv.mdancy. A solid plan should allow for the us
... address Tags in electric sérvice, loss of. power due t0 extreme weather and of course the abdxty to incenti

i homeewnem and busmesses to convcxt over ume rather than make that declszcn for them'

. that all New York Siais citizens have a basic’ hitman right to 3 “niealthful énvironment”
" healthful. environment includes - access. to” water, sewer, ‘broadband, cell semcg edical . se

- electricitylenergy and: emergency medical care, The State’s Bill. of Rights prioritizes a ‘person’s right to
~‘environment”, In the context of the Climate Act 3 question now arises whether the Climate Ant-mandatm'

o : The Draﬁ Scopmg‘ Plan estxmaies the net present value of tilrect costs ﬁom thc Iow carbon plan reIatwe to ﬂze mmn anergy ' :

. thelow car"bon plan reIat;ve 10 the current energy system is ; |
0" plan estimates these costs will be offset by global benefits from reduced carbon emissions and puhhc health § mgrovements :
""" However, the health benefits related to improved air quality and better health realized from walking or public try g
i+ are only applicable i in urbau areas where air quality will be. slightly mmproved (from clean to cledner)- and pul
- and ‘walkability to services is possible. Therefore, the cost
i .'arbanare‘asrecezvetheimns shareof&ebmeﬁts .

- fnel heatmg However, ﬂm upstatc m;al countles dcr 1ot suppart (and vzgorously object) to the mandate appmach selected

© - the average New Yorker’s carbon footprint to near zero violates the constitutional right of man s!xarte
-, their residents to-a “healthful environment,” To answet that guéstion, the Legislature (and ths E
- evaluate whether the 2040 Mandate a:nd the 2050 Mandatc are affordabIe, a¢hlevab1e,
= mandates are uncoustxtuhonal _ ] D

: - by the Climate Couxcil requiring all homes to install electric heating regardiess of cost and feasibxhty. In heu'
L andfor penaltm, ‘we suggest and encourage that the Climate Council develop: aplan to incentivizel
g :heatmg systems such as efectnc heat pumps as the prefen‘ed and affordable technclogy when the -hom

15 approved an amendment to tha Si

ew Y

he Draft Scoping Plan estimates the a

approximately $20 billion in 2030 and $‘?G bxlhon by 2050- The

’bu__rden and mpacts are absorbed by rural comm ,hes'whﬂe

tmg | "'m,_fossxl :

2 The Legxsiature shauid ieave the demsxon whether to chauge to all eiectnc eqmpment to the Ser.

iy Sm‘lﬂaﬂy, users should have the choice a5 to Whetler they use gas fucled eqmpment andfor elestic squipment based on -
- affordability, re[xabzhty and need. Thete is a role for both gas and electric power equipnent and thedeclsxon_ ShOﬂIdbc Ieﬁl St
Ll to the mdmduai that is. ussng the eQuzpment and thc ¢mumstances of what fhe eqmpment is bcmg u“’d for. o e




. keyto reducing vehicles miles driven is to avoid the need to travel to remote meetings:

. atax-on basic necessities for the working class:and poor. .

. Sincerely,

MO

~ 3. Wil respect to Trausportation, the Legislature (and/or the DEC) should focus on ensbling th frs
.. vehicles rather than trying to force thetransifion, ~~ ... oo
*The transition to electric vehicles is béyond the control

ntrol of New York State. The proper role for th State s to deveiopa

 plen/program so- that electric vehicles become the consumer’s preferred technology. -\ Whether it becomes. the only .
‘technology will depend on the market, the manufacturers, and the national government. The challenge for the eéléstiic

+ . vehicle trapsition is similar to the challenge for electric heat pumps. :In upstate rural areas, a car or truck is a necessity ot i

a luxury. As a necessity, it must be affordable, available, and. feasible to the vehicle owner. There needs to be enough Ef .

. Slectricity in the local grid to handle the additional oad; the charging station must be accessible, convenjent and notbe

. inordinately time consuming, We recommend that the Climate Council focus on developing a plen/brogram that makes

 elctric veicls th prfeed choioe because they become affordable, avalable and easble.

 With respect to vehicles miles driven; we

 recommend that, at least with respect to rural communities, the Climate Coucil

develop a plan to ensure robust cell coverage and broadband coverage in rural areas, The pandemic demonstrated thatthe

- 4. TheLegisiatute should notimpose & carbon tax, a mileage surcharge, inoreased registration foe for gasoline powered

. cars, or any additional tax on gas, propane, natiral gas or home heating oil or & tax on solid waste,

. In doveloping its recommendations, we request the Council consider that most rural communitics have less access to
+, technologies to reduce GHG emissions and are more reliant on higher carbon fossil fuels to meet energy needs. A carboni
" tax onthe building heating sector and the transportation sector would simply make natural gas, gasoline, fuel o and propene.

© more expensive and thus make a vital necessity less affordable to our residents. Our residents need to travel day-todayfor

'+ work, school and services while also Lieating & home in'a colder climate. The utility bills are already oo high andnot

' sustainable on the median family income for miost upstate rural communities. - Additionaily, our communities ‘are bei

" forced to host the land intensive energy renewable projects and provide those projects areal property asscssment that i§ only S

© g fraction of their construction ¢osts. ‘Our communities are also being forced to share the capital transmission ‘cost ($24 - i
- -billion) of bringing the upstate rénewal energy to NYC o replace the zero-emission cleetricity lost due to the closing of

S5 tndian Point. Even though our communities and their residents are significantly poorer than the typical downstateresident, =
- the35%1040% of the carbon tax funds will be directed to disadvantaged communities, which due o the formula/algorithm,
'argﬁoj;-;xis_;ent.;in.xjutalcom;nnnﬂies';'"',;5.':::'5 s D R R el B L B R

" 'The primary behavior mpactof the carbon tax on the building heating sector and the. transportation sector i rural ;;:I i
 communities ill, most kely be less heat and lss vehicles miles (both of whichara a bsic neceseity). As & esul,the onty
. justification for the carbon tax on the building heating sector and the trassportation sector in rural communities js to raise

. revenues, If the Legislature needs to raise finds ta implement the Climate Act, it should rely on income tax proceeds ~not

-~ Thank you for your consideration of these comments. We welcome future dialog to help gaina better understandingofthe






