Thank you for this opportunity to provide comments on the draft Climate scoping plan.
My name is Judith Myerson and | live in Pine Bush, New York, in the town of
Mamakating. | am asking that you meet the goals set by the Climate Leadership and
Community Protection Act, insure that our state has an effective and realistic plan in
place to meet climate goals. By doing so we can serve as a model for other states and
the world for a just transition to renewable energy and insure a future for humans and
other species on Earth. While | am 72, and will not be here to see the results if we do
not quickly shift our path, my grandchildren and their children will reap the
consequences of our actions or inactions. We owe it to them to act ethically, morally,
and comprehensively now, and do all that is possible to create a livable, sustainable,
safe and equitable world for all.

LAND USE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT SECTOR:

Please include the following comments and recommendations in the Land Use
and Local Government Sector of the plan. This will insure that the outcomes of this
plan are driven by both climate and environmental justice, as required by, the Climate
Leadership and Community Protection Act (CLCPA).

The Land Use and Local Government sector put forth strategies that are substantive,
well-developed and aligned with the advisory panel recommendations. In New York,
there are more than 28 million acres of natural and working land. Land use directly
affects the state’s carbon emissions, sequestration, and storage. Leadership and
decisions of local governments play a key role in determining how successful we are in
achieving the goals of the Climate Leadership and Community Protection Act
(CLCPA).The final Scoping Plan should also address:

Local governance structures and appointments to the Regional Economic
Development Councils (REDCs) that need to be reformed to diversify these bodies
to adequately represent the DACs that will be affected by their decisions.

Transit oriented development (TOD)/equitable transit oriented development (E-
TOD) and smart growth strategies focus on increasing commercial and residential
density as well as introducing transit options like rail and bus in areas that can
accommodate additional growth, like suburbs. However, growth can be problematic for
DACs in denser areas and lead to gentrification. The definition of TOD/E-TOD needs to
include preparing communities for a Just Transition, rather than simply striving for
development and growth, while also addressing other needs that may not have
anything to do with growth.

Quality of Life for all communities, rather than growth and development needs to
be the focus and goal of land use and local government.

Mitigation strategies should equally balance multiple priorities to address the
need for pollution prevention, green infrastructure, open spaces, and other



environmental improvements to reduce co-pollutants in disadvantaged
communities.

There is a missed opportunity to promote sustainable and resilient industrial
development in compliance with the CLCPA’s commitment to a just transition.

The scoping plan must recognize and acknowledge the differences in needs
between rural, suburban, and urban areas. Smart growth and TOD solutions need to
be contextual, and localities have the insider knowledge to provide the best pathways
forward.

Many recommendations put the onus on the State/state agencies (NYSERDA, DEC,
etc) to initiate programs, provide technical assistance, streamline funding and
permitting processes. While this should be the responsibility of the state, there should
be equal importance given to partnering with local community-based organizations to
uplift the needs/requirements of local communities. Members of DACs should be
engaged in the planning and implementation of projects in their communities, with a
process that prioritizes community-centered visions.

REGARDING PUBLIC HEALTH

New York’s forests hold an estimated 1,911 MMT of carbon. Forestlands contribute to
carbon sequestration each year and state air and water quality, and our own mental
and respiratory health. Unfortunately, forestlands are under pressure from development
and forest conversion, which is causing a steady decline in the amount of CO2
absorbed each year. Without proper CCS technology, forests play a critical role in
preventing emissions, as forests sequester and store much more carbon than any other
land use in New York.

Reflective of the comments of the Climate Justice Working Group, there must be more
focused efforts towards addressing:

Resilient infrastructure fund needs to prioritize frontline communities

Maintaining an ongoing analysis of health implications of new climate projections on
heat increases

Directly funded efforts to build and maintain nature based infrastructure and natural
areas

Adopting explicit land use strategies to reduce GHG emissions and co-pollutants in
disadvantaged communities

Increasing concentrated efforts to avoid burdening disadvantaged communities in
prioritizing conservation areas and degrowth of high climate risk and ecologically
sensitive areas

IN SUMARY:



Ensure that Regional Economic Development Councils (REDCs) are diversified
to adequately represent members of DACs.

TOD and Smart Growth strategies should address environmental justice issues
that might not have anything to do with additional growth. Quality of life for all
rather than growth need to be the goal.

To reduce co-pollutants in DACs, mitigation strategies should equally balance
priorities to address the need for pollution prevention, green infrastructure, open
spaces, and other environmental improvements.

The scoping plan must recognize and acknowledge the differences in needs
between rural, suburban, and urban areas.



