


mentioned is, “To ensure zero-emissions electricity while increasing sequestration to reach net zero by 
2050, local governments will be challenged with balancing these different types of land use.” 

This is followed by Section LU3. Avoid Agricultural and Forested Land Conversion of the Scoping Plan 
which states:  

The objective of this strategy is to maintain and protect the State’s potential for carbon sequestration 
on agricultural and forested lands through avoided conversion. It will also help to enhance farm 
viability, increase food security. . . Protecting farmland has the potential to maintain or improve local 
food production, community resilience, water quality, air quality, storm and flood mitigation, public 
infrastructure protection, drought resilience, wildlife habitat, economic development, and 
employment.  

Finally, it explains: 

This strategy requires continued support from public policy and funding for land acquisition, 
conservation easements and tax incentives; outreach to landowners for interest in selling lands or 
conservation easement opportunities; coordinating with vast numbers of municipalities with 
different zoning and planning goals (home rule); improved data connecting land conversion and 
quantification of GHG emission reduction; understanding the opportunities for land access and 
intergenerational land transfer. 

Missing Components of the Strategy. Eleven components of a strategy are presented to accomplish the 
goals set forth in LU3, however, these strategies do not: 

 Prohibit conversion of productive agricultural land to industrial renewable energy facilities, or  

 Help offset the dramatic additional costs of constructing a solar facility on brownfields, landfills 
and other such lands as compared to doing so on hundreds or thousands of acres of flat, cleared, 
prime farmland. 

As a result, business-minded renewable energy companies are driven to lease and use prime agricultural 
land for their facilities. This is short-sighted and unconscionable.  

 

 

 

 




