- This letter is i response fo the newly released “New York State Climate Action Couwncil Draft Sco
" in December 2021, - After careful review of the plan
-+ emissions is ceriainly commendable, but the process s pl
.. unaffordable, unrealistic and places an insumiountshle hurden on smaller communities, particularly in the
1 regions. The concept of “mandating” change rather than incentivizing and enabling change is both anta
- sighted, New York communities are afforded home rule throngh the New York State Constitu
o swift mandates are a violation of the home rule powers to self-govern, rem: v abil
" decisions impacting their local residents in a manner that best serves
. Asacommunity in the upstate rural areas it is apparent little to no th
. of the proposed mandates. The case studies sited in the plan
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¢ have concluded the goal of the plan fo reduce green dipgas
: which this plan proposes to mest the lofly goals outlned s

ight was put into the ioplementation an
primarily focused on urban core

" The concept.of ride share and public transportation are not practicable in more rural commuuities. The cost o pentionin

 relationship to the sidership does not allow the system to otk in a profitable manner. Factors to consider include commute

.. - distance; variable job shifts; distance between jobs, medical care; education and shopping; and multiple working members

© - The costs and safety associated with househiold heat conversions is also very different in upstate raral areas tha in more . -
.- urban areas of the state. Most housing stock in rural areas are older wood frame single-family homes that are heated with
. single source systems. Homeowners do not have the benefits of residual heating from the landscape and neighboring
_ housing to offset heating demand, therefore, heating costs and needs are very independent per household, The averagelow
- temperafure in Delaware County - during December, January, February, and March are 16°F ; 9°F, 11°F, and 18°F,
- respectively—which is below the temperature that heat pumps provide reliable and efficient heat. Many &5 have:
- unreliable electric services which poses 4 problem especially in the winter season due to the terrain; imi
- and servics providers. Eleciric service is often infermupted due to heavy snow, ice, wind anc
. without power for hours and even days. The cost burden to upstate homeowners to retrofit heating so
- additional tax could deprive low o moderate income of affordable heating: The mandate would result i 4
* use of wood and electric space heaters. - the former pasing a health impact and the latter posing a fire s

- .- critical point i¢ that upstate homeowners/businesses who review :

 system. Depriving our residents and businesses ofthatdecision willonly fither dive rsidents and businessos out of it

| transportation. Without these basic services businesses cannot fanction profitably and
_ states taking jobs and people with them. The cusrent tax structure of New York State &
. hundreds of businesses and jobs, any additional fob Toss will only exacerbate an alrcady s

- for the most part, will continue to the end of this century. ‘Riverine upstate communities have a hei
- the impacts from flooding, heavy ‘winter snow and ice storms and major wind events. It is more heavy
* | precipitation events will intensify and become more frequent. The impacts of these weather related events have & common

- thread in that they cause damage not only fo private homes and businesses but also to the very fragile electric infrastiiet

. variety of reasons including safety, affordability, and reliability, make a rationale decision to select an efficient fossil fuel

s Tocaleaders wo ankmowledg that cimaechange s o e mpats ofa g

......

their options for heating fheir home/business could, for

will uftimately seek refuge in othe

likel
...... ' 1 e




'3:':'{:} - measures 1o reduce impacts ﬁomweatherre:latedeventswhﬂ” '
' had'the sense that they
© suppott and sustain their h

"“:::-:__healthful environment includes  access ' to water, _sewer, broadband, cell ‘service, n

Hhg - the low carbon plan relative to the current energy system is approximately $20 biflion in 2{}30 and 370 billion by 2050, The

" are only applicsble in urban areas Where air quality will be slightly improved (from clea to cleaner) and puiﬁwltransport
o o & alkabﬂlty ta semccs 18 })ossible Thereforc,

5 5:_- in New York State Lcssa of power ﬁ-om these_ vents generally lasts days and aven Wc;eks s leaving home cwvners a!!d'-:- o
= ';'_busmesses at the mercy of the elements, ‘When these events happen’ durmg cold wet months a ‘frue thre G
| exists: Unlike more nrban areas, Shelter locations: and warming facilities for displaced victims are K 1 P

. the mercy of volunteer. organizations and repairs to the fragile infrastructure is often. delayed due to the location of fa;cmhcsﬁ :
-~ in outlying, hard to reach areas in Our mountainous terrain, A system salely rehaut on eiecmhcanon thh nco reduudancy .

L & from other saurces creaies & threat to pubhc heaith and welfare

: Efforts to add:ess thc :_J_npacts of c[zmate c;hange are better served by pmvxdmg for reseamh a:td ﬁmdm to o L
o mpacts of: ﬁgnxﬁcazxt weather-events, Communities must frst be ableta address community resfhenc_' that wi rporate
 the carbon footprint overtime. Once mmmumty -

_ reduction efforts that do not threate ir ability
o , businesses.and jobs. The;dealszmauonasapnmarymmeeofmergytha ill replace t
:”‘uscoffossﬂﬁxelsmadailybasxswﬁhanemphasxsonrcdundancyi' ¢ use of fossi
1 address lags in elwtr'cmue loss of power due to extreme weaihicr and of coumetheabtllt}* :o,.anwnuvme'andenable!'ﬁiff-'
_-'ho&eewt:af ",‘ _ ' ke that decision 1 T

are s secure, they can afford to invest in carbon

T s aft ﬁadopnngtﬁe Chmate Act, New York voters approved mﬁmendment to the State
that all New York State citizens have a. basm human nght‘ 1o & “healthful environment In

SR elecmalty/energy and emergency’ medical’ care, “The State S Bﬁl of Rights. pﬁoﬁﬁ'ze‘s:'a ‘person’s right

S envxmnment” In the context of the Climate Act 8 qucstlen now arises whether the Climate Act mandating

othe average New Yorker’s carbon footpnnt tO near zero violates the constitutional right Ofmaﬂy:“pm o1
ion, the Legzsiatum (and f_ -

i _ : : ’I’he Braﬁ Scopmg ?Ian est:mates the net present value af dxrect costs from thc low cazhon plan relahve to the _cummt mgy o %
- system for the period 2020 through 2050 is $500 billion. The Draft Scoping Plan estimates the annual net direct ‘costs from e

o . 5 " plan estimates these costs will be offset by global benefits from reduced carbon emissions and puhhc heatth 1 mpmvem.‘ ]
.t However, the hiealth benefits related to improved air quality and better health realized from walking ot public t '

S i:he cost. buzden and zmpacts areabsorbedby rural cammamnes while
--__i_:urbanareasrecelvetheh(}ns shareofthebmeﬁts _ TR

: Ultxmately, }ocal mumclpalmes want the state and developers o rcSpect thezrhomerule a.ndihey wantth ereey sector {6
_.--'i-paylts ﬁlllpmpertytax Belowareafewmmmumchangesﬂlat;zeed_tobemadetotheCIzmateActandtheDraﬁScnpmg

i  : The upstate ml 4 ounnes suppcrt the Chmate Councll ob; ectlve of pmmotmg the tranmtwn to; elcctnc heating from foss
L fael heating. However, ﬁ;e upstate rural counties do not support (and. vzgorousiy object) to the mandate-appmach lected.
- by'the Climate Council requiring all homes to install ¢lectric heating regaidless of cost and feasibility. In U
s andfor penaltm,we suggest 813:1 encourage that the Cimte Councﬂ develop aplan to moentng!ena S




3. With respect to Transportation, the Logislature {and/or the DEC)

. velticles rather thart trying to force the transtion. -

The trensition fo electric vehicles is beyond the control of New York State.  The proper tole for the State is to developa -

plan/program so that eleciric vehicles become the consumer’s proferred technology. - Whether it becomes the only 3

- technology will depend on the market, the manufacturers, and the national government. - The chalienge for the electric

. vehicle transition is similar to the challenge for eléctric heat pumps. In upstate rural areas, a car or truck is necessity—not i

© aluxury. As a necessity, it must be affordable, available, and feasible to the vehicle owner: There needs to be tagugh
. eleotricity in the local grid to handle the additional load; the charging station must be aceessible, convienient and not be ~

~inordinately time consuming. We recommend that the Climate Conncil focus on developing a plan/program that makes
- electric vehicles the preferred choice because they become affordable, available; and feasible. - s o R

. With respect to vehicles miles driven, we recommend that, at least with respect to rural communiti es, thie Climate Cmmc,[ .
. develop a plan to easure robust Sel! covsrage and broadband coverag in rural areas. The pandemic demonstrated that the =~

- keytoreducing vehicles miles driven is to avoid the need to travel to remote meetings: -

4. TheLegisaiureshould notimpose  carbon tax, ileage surharge,increased regisiaton e for gasolinepowered.
. cars,or any additional tax on gas, propane, natural gas or home heating oil or atax on solid waste. = . .

~ In developing its recommendations, we request the Council consider that most rural communities have less access to
. technologies to reduce GHG emissions and are more reliant on higher carbon fossil fuels to meet en ergy needs. A carbon. -
. tax on the building heating sector and the transportation sector would simply make natural gas, gasoline, fuel oil and propane -

more expensive and thus make a vital nigcessity less affordable to our residents. Our residents need to travel day-to-day for -

- work, school and services while also heating a home in a colder climate, The utiity bills are already foo high and not

7 sustainable on the median family income for most upstate rural communities. -Additionally, our communities are being

forced to host the land intensive encrgy renewable projests and provide those projécts a real property assessment that is only.

- a fraction of their construction costs. - Our communities are also being forced to shiare the capital transmission cost (§24
.. billion) of bringing the upstate renewal energy to NYC 1o replace the zero-emission electricity lost due to the cloging of =~
. Indian Point. Even though our communities and their residents are significantly poorer than the typical downstate resident,

 are non-existent in rurel communities.

- the 35% o 40% ofthe carbon tax funds will be direted o disadvantaged communities, which due o the formulallgoritioy,

The primary behavior impact of the carbon tax on the building heling sector and the ransportation sector fn sl

© communities will, most likely be less keat and less vehicles miles (both of which are a basic necessity). Asa resul, theonly

- justification for the carbon tax on the building heating sector and the transportation sector in rural communities is to raise -
- revenues, If the Legislature needs to raise funds to implement the Climate: Act, it should rely on income tax proceeds <not =

. & tax on basic necessities for the working class and'poor. -~ 1 0o
Thank you for your consideration of these comments. We welcome future dialog to help gain better understanding of the
plaﬂaﬁdtoaddfessmesevwfealismes i e UL SR E IO M R L

; Smcerely’ :






