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BACKGROUND

The NYSERDA Commercial Lighting 

Business Partners Program promotes trade 

alliances, such as between 3t Architects 

and contractor Central New York Electrical 

Contractors (CNYEC), to purchase and install 

energy-efficient products and services that 

meet top national standards. D.A. Collins 

Companies first came to 3t Architects with 

the goal of repurposing the long-vacant 

1970s-era residential Wilton Developmental 

Center in Wilton, NY, into an office building. 

3t Architects showed D.A. Collins how the 

program’s The Right LightSM approach 

could help them lower maintenance costs, 

optimize energy efficiency and create a more 

pleasant office space through new leading 

technologies and well-informed lighting 

design recommendations. 

PROJECT RECOMMENDATIONS 

3t Architects recommended multiple luminaire 

types and light source technologies such 

as suspended indirect/direct, recessed and 

surface high-efficiency low-glare, downlights, 

and pendants. CNYEC improved the lighting 

design by increasing occupancy sensor 
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coverage to 90% of the project, including offices, conference rooms, and innovative corridor locations. Dual-switching 

lighting controls were also incorporated to change lighting levels and promote energy efficiency in private offices. 

RESULTS & BENEFITS

After using energy-efficient lighting solutions, adding 

occupancy sensors, replacing lighting fixtures and 

following The Right LightSM techniques. 3t Architects 

and CNYEC were able to obtain an annual energy 

savings of $18,150. The equipment installed in this 

project achieved significant efficiency levels by using 

50% less wattage per square foot (also known as 

lighting power density) than the maximum designated 

by national standards. 

“�In 2006, D.A. Collins envisioned repurposing the 
uniquely designed former Wilton Developmental 
Center building to consolidate our various 
subsidiary companies under one roof. We 
wanted an environment that would allow each 
division to work both independently and as a 
collaborative team. Our vision was realized in 
2010 with a very unique and effective office 
layout that included minimizing energy use with 
energy-efficient technologies.”

	 – �David Collins, Owner, 
D.A. Collins Companies 

Visit nyserda.ny.gov/clp to learn how you can become 
a Partner in NYSERDA’s Commercial Lighting Program.




