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Founded in 1993
 

Part of Auburn University’s 
School of Architecture

 
Students are mostly undergraduates 18-24

 
over 700 alumni

 
over 150 built projects in 20 years

 
all projects are designed & constructed 

by the students from start to finish 
 

projects vary in scale from  
40 acre park to 500 sq. ft. house

 
all projects are funded by donations, & grants 



 

Auburn 

Birmingham 

Greensboro 

Montgomery 

Selma 

You cannot learn to swim in a field. Ancient Chinese proverb 



Voting Rights Marches  | 1965: Selma to Montgomery  | Bloody Sunday 
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Greensboro Black History & Safe House Museum 





Rural Studio Campus  | Downtown Newbern 



Rural Studio Campus  | Red Barn 



Rural Studio Campus  | Main Office 
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Rural Studio Campus  | Student Dormitory  | Super Shed 
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Haybale House  | Smokehouse  | Butterfly House 
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Yancey Tire Chapel 
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Mason’s Bend Community Center  | Glass Chapel 
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Carpet Tile House  | Cardboard Pod 



 Lamella Jig 
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Hale County Animal Shelter or Dog Pound  | Akron Boys & Girls Club 



Lions Park  | Playscape 



Lions Park  | Playscape 



 Lions Park 



Lions Park PLAY
© Timothy Hursley 

Lions Park  | Playscape 



Lions Park PLAY
© Timothy Hursley 

Lions Park  | Playscape 



 
 

 

The Rural Studio is on the social and 
environmental edge. 

We are doing reconnaissance. 

Sambo Mockbee 



20K Intro
Client 20K 

20K House  | Introduction 



20K Intro
Client 20K Local Economy20K 

$ 

20K House  | Introduction 



monthly costs for a 20k client are:

$35 - 45
$30 - 35
$45
$100
$150
$70
$50

$108

electricity 
water
heating
car
food 
cable 
phone

mortgage
total  $608 per month

Client|Affordability

a person with poverty-level income earns $899 per month 

a person on median social security receives $758  per month 

 

 

20K House  | Client Affordability 



Client|Affordability

a person with poverty-level income earns $899 per month 

a person on median social security receives $758  per month 

mortgage  $108 
total $608  per month 

monthly costs for a 20k client are: 

electricity $35 - 45 
water $30 - 35 
heating $45 
car $100 
food $150 
cable $70 
phone $50 

20K House  | Client Affordability 
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Economics|Micro

20K House  | Economics 
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Economics|Micro
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20K House  | Economics 



Economics|Micro

1 

16 

Per Home $11.57/h $11.57/h $11.57/h 

= $8,000 $3,835 $1,388 $1,388 $1,388 

= $128,000 $61,357 $22,214 $22,214 $22,214 

20K House  | Economics 



to address the need for affordable housing in Hale County 
provide an alternative to the mobile home 

accommodate potential homeowners who are unable to qualify for commercial credit 

The project seeks to create dignified houses that make responsible home ownership a possibility for everyone.
 



Elizabeth’s Frank’s 32K Truss 
(2005) (2006) (2007) 

20K HOUSES 
THE FIRST THREE 

What can we really build for 
$20,000? 



2005 | 1.0
  

  

ELIZABETH’S HOUSE 

Year : 2005 
Interior Area : 616 sq. ft. 

5’ 

20K House  | Evolution  | Elizabeth’s House 



5’

20K-2

  

FRANK’S HOUSE 

Year : 2006 
Interior Area : 392 sq. ft. 

5’ 

20K House  | Evolution  | Frank’s House 
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20K House  | Evolution  | Frank’s House 



2006 | 2.0
20K House  |  Evolution

 

  

32K TRUSS HOUSE 

Year : 2007 
Interior Area : 616 sq. ft. 

5’ 

20K-3 

5’ 

20K House  | Evolution  | 32K Truss House 



20K House  | Evolution  | 32K Truss House 



Pattern Book Loft Roundwood Bridge 
(2008) (2008) (2008) (2008) 

20K HOUSES 
NORTH WARD 

Quality vs. Quantity of Space 



5’

20K-4

 

  

PATTERN BOOK HOUSE 

Year : 2008 
Interior Area : 336 sq. ft. 

5’ 

20K House  | Evolution  | North Ward 



5’

20K-5

5’

20K-5

  

LOFT HOUSE 

Year : 2008 
Interior Area : 364 sq. ft. 

5’ 

20K House  | Evolution  | North Ward 



5’

20K-6

  

ROUNDWOOD HOUSE 

Year : 2008 
Interior Area : 420 sq. ft. 

5’ 

20K House  | Evolution  | North Ward 



5’

20
K-
7

  

BRIDGE HOUSE 

Year : 2008 
Interior Area : 361 sq. ft. 

5’ 

20K House  | Evolution  | North Ward 



Dave’s
(2009)

Macarthur’s
(2010)

Joanne’s
(2011)

20K HOUSES
PRODUCT LINE



5’

20K-8

  

DAVE’S HOUSE 

Year : 2009 
Interior Area : 504 sq. ft. 

W D 

5’ 

20K-8 

20K House  | Product Line  | Dave’s House 



20K House  | Product Line  | Dave’s House 



5’

20K-9

  

MACARTHUR’S HOUSE 
Year : 2010 
Interior Area : 499 sq. ft. 

5’ 

20K-9 

20K House  | Product Line  | Mac’s House 



20K House  | Product Line  | Mac’s House 



20K House  | Product Line  | Mac’s House 



5’

20K-10

JOANNE’S HOUSE
 

Year : 2011
 
Interior Area : 523 sq. ft.
 

5’ 
20K-10 

20K House  |  Product Line  | Joanne’s House 



20K House  | Product Line  | Joanne’s House 



20K House  | Product Line  | Joanne’s House 



 
 

Dave’s
(2009)

Macarthur’s
(2010)

Joanne’s
(2011)

20K HOUSES
COMPLETE ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW
 

2012 IRC / FHA & HUD guidelines
 
labor vs materials
 



 
 

 
 

Dave’s
(2009)

Macarthur’s
(2010)

Joanne’s
(2011)

20K HOUSES
COMPLETE ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW 

2012 IRC / FHA & HUD guidelines 
labor vs materials 

MODEL HOMES 
for potential clients to visit
 

for Rural Studio use and testing
 



20K House  | Product Line  | Model Homes 



 
 

 
 

 
 

Dave’s
(2009)

Macarthur’s
(2010)

Joanne’s
(2011)

20K HOUSES
COMPLETE ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW 

2012 IRC / FHA & HUD guidelines 
labor vs materials 

MODEL HOMES 
for potential clients to visit
 

for Rural Studio use and testing
 

DELIVERABLES 
define the deliverables and how do we deliver that deliverable 

contractors vs. construction sets 



 

 
 
 

Rural Studio 

Durable 
Efficient 
Buildable 
Pride 

Construction 

Price
 

Brand
 

Product Line 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Dave’s
(2009)

Macarthur’s
(2010)

Joanne’s
(2011)

20K HOUSES
COMPLETE ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW 

2012 IRC / FHA & HUD guidelines 
labor vs materials 

MODEL HOMES 
for potential clients to visit
 

for Rural Studio use and testing
 

DELIVERABLES 
define the deliverables and how do we deliver that deliverable 

contractors vs. construction sets 

USER GROUPS 
individuals
 

rural housing advocacy groups
 
the others
 



 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Dave’s
(2009)

Macarthur’s
(2010)

Joanne’s
(2011)

20K HOUSES
COMPLETE ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW 

2012 IRC / FHA & HUD guidelines 
labor vs materials 

MODEL HOMES 
for potential clients to visit
 

for Rural Studio use and testing
 

DELIVERABLES 
define the deliverables and how do we deliver that deliverable 

contractors vs. construction sets 

USER GROUPS 
individuals
 

rural housing advocacy groups
 
the others
 

FIELD TESTING 
building 20K Houses outside of RS 



20K HOUSES 
ACCESSIBLE PRODUCT LINE 

Expanded client base through the 
exploration of accessibility. 

Turner’s 
(2012) 

Eddie’s 
(2013) 



5’

20K-11

  

TURNER’S HOUSE 

Year : 2012 
Interior Area : 578 sq. ft. 

5’ 

20K-11 

20K House  | Turner’s House 



  

EDDIE’S HOUSE 

Year : 2013 
Interior Area : 608 sq. ft. 

20K House  | Eddie’s House 



CT LINE

Expanded client base through the 
exploration of accessibility.

Turner’s
(2012)

Eddie’s
(2013)
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SYLVIA’S HOUSE 

Year 2014 / under construction 

20K House  | Two Bedroom  | Sylvia’s House 



  

BOBBY’S HOUSE 

Year 2014 / under construction 

20K House  | Two Bedroom  | Bobby’s House 



  

IDELLA’S HOUSE 

Year 2014 / under construction 

20K House  | Two Bedroom  | Idella’s House 



  

MICHELLE’S HOUSE 

Year 2014 / under construction 

20K House  | Two Bedroom  | Michelle’s House 



Rural Studio 20K House
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