
Green Jobs 
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Presentation Notes
In the US, “green jobs” appears to be a path forward out of the “economic crisis”, while simultaneously addressing growing concern about our planet and our community health.  



GLOBALIZED ECONOMY 
TECHNOLOGICAL 
ADVANCEMENTS 

INTERNATIONAL TRADE POLICY 
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Around the world, corporate globalization has exploited workers and destroyed natural resources, for decades prioritizing profit over people and the planet.  A well-financed machine generated false research and propaganda to confuse the public and policy makers over the true dangers of fossil fuel consumption and the resulting climate disasters.
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Now we are at a cross roads.  With tornados in Brooklyn, snow in Mexico, island nations drowning and deep water oil spills, we can no longer deny climate change.  Post-industrial Governments and corporations responsible for creating the crisis are vying for power within the green economy without understanding or caring about the roots of the crisis.  I guess they figure when the world comes to an end, they’ll be able to escape to the moon.  “Green-washing, or green –bling as we say in the Bronx—is painting something green that is not actually healthy for the ecosystem.  
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BRONX 
Child Asthma Rate: 25% 
Diabetes: 18% 
Obestity: 25% 
Unemployment: 35% 
Poverty: 40% 
Median Income: $20K 
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Defining Green Justice is an important challenge for the inner city, because we are not used to acting as a power broker in an economic negotiations.  Environmental Justice is a concept that defined itself in the 60s that integrated  race and class within an environmental analysis to prove that communities of color and the poor are disproportionately harmed by environmental hazards and have a right to community and personal health and wellbeing, as part of the urban ecosystem. 
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The movement for green jobs can bring people together to find ways to survive and build healthy communities in sustainable ways that respect and protect the health of workers, water, the air and the future.  But only if we do it conscientiously—aware of the the dramatic changes that are necessary….
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But 30 years later, the power brokers in this emerging green economy are same power brokers from the brown economy, (and I’m talking brown like brownfield, not skin color.;) Who here knows the CEO of Home Depot?  President of the World Bank?  Walmart? So if federal government rebates energy retrofits purchases at Home Depot under “Home Star”, that money isn’t coming back into your community.  Maybe your cousin works there temp for $10 an hour and no benefits.  Does she have a “green job”?  A green job has to not only better the planet, but also the lives and health of the worker and the community.  One of the best ways to do that is keep it local. 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
If we buy our organic vegetables from local urban or upstate farmers, we help to keep our neighbors employed, and they in turn, don’t dump cancer-causing chemicals into the water or over their harvest workers.  That’s green justice.   
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Or you can work on local initiatives, like the Bronx Green Jobs Roundtable that link grassroots justice groups with government officials and job training agencies.  big job drivers: Energy, Transportation, Food, Water, Urban farming & forestry, Energy Efficiency, Housing, Re-use / RecyclingTraining: -Local 10: Weatherization & Energy Efficiency Workers-BEST-BCC-Osborne Association-Goodwill IndustriesYou can help Bronx Green Jobs RT grow byspeakerskiosks-ROOTS of Success
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Y’all are into the noble task of combatting hunger.  So You already know that while the streets are lined with hungry, the government used to pay farmers for decades to burn their crops instead of allow them to enter the market and drive prices down.  Nowadays, our giant agro-corporations—the same ones that put our family farmers out of work--  move overseas where they can exploit workers and contaminate the earth without oversight, then burn fossil fuels shipping their products back to the US for consumption, often leaving their host community starving without access to their own land and water.  Monsanto has even worked with Blackwater to attack locals who oppose genetically modified food.  Giving away excess food produced in this model will not address long term food injustice.  
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In contrast, the Bronx Green Jobs Roundtable proposes food harvested, prepared, packaged and distributed cooperatively by Bronx residents.  Production- vision: enough food for the borough harvested in solar powered greenhouses,  Processing- Specialties will include canning, freezing, processing, and providing farm to table food services & restaurants. Distribution- cooperatives of biodiesel trucks that can distribute local food from Hunts Point Market, local urban farms & CSAs to bodegas and small groceries.  Ice cream trucks could be rehabbed to run on biodiesel and sell fresh produce Consumption- Open community-run cafeterias- fresh, healthy food for schools, community centers etc. Also encourage local restaurants to reduce meat consumption, as a fossil fuel heavy food which contributes to health complications and serve instead fresh, healthy vegetables grown in local farms.   Waste-  create businesses collecting waste/compost and selling to farms; producing sustainable packaging with recycled products; provide incentives to businesses and people that reduce waste Food-related action card (Taleigh) The agreement between the City of NY and the NY State Attorney General that has been protecting communitygardens for the past 8 years is set to expire in September.   people to contact Council Member Viverito the Chair of the Parks Committee to introduce a law to preserve All gardens, her number is 212 828 9800. Establishing an Urban Agriculture Zone in Every Community District to Protect Existing Urban Food Producing Sites and Promote the Formation of More Urban Food Production. From WeACT’s proposal to the City Council that outlines how food policy can reduce greenhouse gas emissions. 



ABOUT 4food  
We are De-junking(tm) fast food: No fads, fillers, or anything artificial; revolutionizing counter 
culture, in real-time. We've upgraded food that people already eat -- burgers, fries, salads and 
sodas -- transforming them into new menu items that are convenient, and almost infinitely 
customizable to our guests' lifestyles and cultural taste preferences. 
 
Our foods do not contain hydrogenated or partially hydrogenated fats or oils; artificial 
sweeteners, preservatives, or artificial flavor enhancers. As part of our commitment to 
supporting our local farming community, wherever possible we purchase locally grown 
ingredients. Our beef, pork and lamb come from cows, pigs and sheep that are humanely raised 
while grazing and eating all-natural vegetarian diets. Our turkey is fed a heritage diet without 
artificial growth hormones or antibiotics. And our salmon is wild, from the waters of the Pacific 
or Atlantic depending on the season. 
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 Vision for food-related green jobs... NYC food policyThere are green jobs potentially within each stage of the food system: production, manufacturing/processing, distribution, consumption, and disposal. NYC Government has begun to expand green programming like EBT coupons at Farmers Markets, the green carts, the Healthy Bodegas Program and at least 12,000 soup kitchens, they are not strategically coordinated, nor are planned, resourced and evaluated with common measurable goals and objectives. One sign of this dysfunction is the South Bronx, where food from the largest wholesale produce market in the world whose sales exceed $2 billion annually, is trucked straight back out of the community, resulting in the highest rate of food insecurity in the nation, with 1.3 million people accessing emergency food, who are not enrolled in the food stamp program. Meanwhile obesity, diabetes and asthma are the highest in the city.
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 The state-of-the art education center and natural wastewater treatment facility boasts not only zero-net energy use due to its solar array, but also zero-net water use. Within the building, a wastewater filtration system called an “Eco-machine” treats and recycles all of the wastewater generated by the Omega Institute’s 23,000 projected annual visitors (the system has a daily capacity of 52,000 gallons). Other sustainable features include fly-ash concrete, a green roof, rain gardens, automatic windows to vent out hot air, recycled content steel throughout, closed-loop geothermal heating and cooling, and locally sourced, chemical-free construction materials.  
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http://www.urbanagenda.org/roadmap/ 

Employs a wide spectrum of workers with a range of skills in environmentally 
sustainable areas including, but not limited to energy efficiency, building retrofits, 
urban forestry, transportation, environmental remediation, and green product 
development and manufacturing 
 
Prioritizes environmental remediation and targeted outreach  
 
Develops long-term career tracks ; just, sustainable working conditions; and respects 
the right to organize  
 
Promotes business development and the growth of new industries, transitions 
existing industries and fosters sustainable opportunities for the business community, 
including small businesses, and an incumbent workforce 
 
Empowers all New Yorkers to shape more sustainably just communities by pursuing 
fair and equal opportunities for populations typically facing barriers to employment  
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In April 2007, Mayor Bloomberg’ released his PlaNYC 2030, much praised as a recipe to green a city and create prosperity, but suspect to Mayor Bloomberg’s shameless agenda to subsidize corporate development while denying workers a living wage.  Over 170 green employers, unions, workforce development providers, and environmental and environmental justice groups created the NYC Green Collar Jobs Roadmap in response, which does an excellent, detailed job at stating precisely what kind of jobs we envision will build a sustainable city that resolves longstanding issues of poverty, exclusion and exploitation. Check it out online. 

http://www.urbanagenda.org/roadmap/�




: Weatherization
air sealing measures, including weatherstripping and   
 caulking around doors and windows 
cleaning, testing, repairs or replacement of heating 
 systems 
replacement or repair of windows and/or outside 
 doors 
pipe insulation 
the addition of insulation to walls or ceilings 
energy efficient lighting upgrades or retrofits 
replacement of inefficient refrigerators 
domestic hot water conservation measures 
minor repairs, as needed, to ensure maximum 
 efficiency from the weatherization services 
 performed 



Green Jobs / Green NY 
 New York State passed this legislation in 2010 to 

retrofit one million homes in five years!  This 
revolving loan requires no start-up funds from the 
homeowner, as it is repaid directly by the savings 
on your Con Edison bill.  It will also create jobs and 
business for local contractors.  If you do not income-
qualify for weatherization, or are stuck on a long 
waiting list, consider applying.  Information is 
available from NYSERDA (New York State Energy 
Research and Development Authority ) & a local 
organization. 
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No Fracking Way!  Despite the hype, expanding our 
natural gas consumption is not a green alternative to 
oil.  Hydrofracking is having devastating effects on 
our drinking water and our regulatory agencies are 
not enforcing basic protections.  Pass A. 7013 / 
S.4616 to enforce hazardous waste laws on 
hydrofracking; & A.7400-A/S.6261 for further review 
on health & environmental effects 
 
Solar Industry & Jobs Development Act: A.9149: 
obligate utilities to invest in solar and generate 5,000 
megawatts by 2025 
 
Restore the Environmental Protection Fund: A.7137-
A/S.5403-A would keep more family farms working, 
help ensure quality drinking water sources for 
communities, encourage recycling, and provide 
economic investment. 

 
 
 

taleigh@northwestbronx.org 
646-379-7670 
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Protect New York State from Industrial Gas Drilling known as “fracking”: New York should pass A.7013/S.4616, which would make all hazardous waste produced by fracking subject to regulations for hazardous waste generation, transportation, treatment, storage, and disposal that apply to all other industries in New York. In addition,A.3245/S.3472 would allow local governments to have more control over where fracking occurs in their communities. Another bill, A.7400-A/S.6261, would provide more time for the review of the effects of fracking on the environment and public health.Solar Industry & Jobs Development Act: New York should pass A.9149 to provide better incentives for solar photovoltaics (PV) by creating an obligation for utilities and energy service companies to acquire tradable solar renewable energy credits (SRECs). This legislation would also establish a target of 5,000 megawatts of installed solar PV capacity by the year 2025.Climate-Altering Pollution Control: New York State needs a law that requires polluters to reduce their climate-altering greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions. Environmental Advocates supports A.5346-A, legislation that would direct the Department of Environmental Conservation to develop programs to reduce statewide GHG emissions 80 percent by 2050.Rebuild New York’s Environmental Agencies: Successive rounds of budget cuts and layoffs and the effects of the hiring freeze are hurting New York’s primary implementers of environmental policy, the Department of Environmental Conservation and the Office of Parks, Recreation & Historic Preservation. Rebuilding state agencies is a key component to ensuring long-lasting economic development in New York. In addition to increasing appropriations for staffing, New York should pass A.6272/S.4277, which would establish a fee on disposable (paper and plastic) shopping bags used in grocery stores and other retail outlets, reduce plastic bag consumption, and help support the state parks system.Restore the Environmental Protection Fund: New York should restore Environmental Protection Fund (EPF) appropriations disproportionately cut during prior year budget cycles. A.7137-A/S.5403-A would phase in additional resources allowing the EPF to meet its obligations. With a restored fund, New York can keep more family farms working, help ensure quality drinking water sources for communities, encourage recycling, and provide economic investment.Clean Up & Redevelop Contaminated Brownfield Sites: New York should reform the incentives designed to encourage the redevelopment and reuse of contaminated properties known as brownfields. Specifically, the state should separate eligibility for the brownfield tax credits from eligibility for the Brownfield Cleanup Program and ensure that sites contaminated from off-site sources, including historic fill sites, are eligible for participation in the program.
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