
Central New York Regional Sustainability Plan 
The Central New York Sustainability Plan’s goals and targets are categorized by the following focus areas: 

• Energy 
• Transportation 
• Land Use 
• Economic Development 
• Water Management 
• Waste Management 
• Climate Change Adaptation 

More detailed descriptions of each goal, target and indicator can be found in the regional sustainability plan and the 
indicator document—locations of those descriptions within both documents are listed within each focus area below.  

 

 

Transportation (pages 61 – 118 of Sustainability Plan) 
Goals 

• Provide infrastructure that reduces greenhouse gas emissions, revitalizes existing communities, improves the quality of 
life, strengthens targeted industry concentrations, and improves the region’s competitiveness. (Pages 96 - 98 of 
Sustainability Plan) 

Targets 
• Reduce the total vehicle miles traveled annually in the region by 25% by 2030. (Pages 96 - 98 of Sustainability Plan, 

Indicator 2B) 
• Decrease the number of bridges and roads that are rated as “deficient” or “poor” by 25% by 2030. (Pages 96 - 98 of 

Sustainability Plan, Indicator 11A) 
• Upgrade 25% of the region’s water and wastewater treatment plants by 2030. (Pages 96 - 98 of Sustainability Plan, 

Indicator 5J) 
• Maintain the amount (no net decrease) of electric power production within the region that is derived from carbon-free 

sources. (Pages 96 - 98 of Sustainability Plan, Indicator 1B) 
• Increase the percentage of CNY residents with high-speed broadband service from 87% to 92% by 2030. (Pages 96 - 98 

of Sustainability Plan, Indicator N/A) 

Energy (pages 21 – 59 of Sustainability Plan) 
Goals 

• Improve the region’s energy management by increasing the efficiency of residential and commercial buildings, 
curtailing energy demand, increasing the use of local clean energy sources in place of fossil fuels, and accelerating the 
development of advanced energy technologies  (Pages 37 - 39 of Sustainability Plan) 

Targets 
• Reduce regional energy consumption per capita, including electricity and fuels, by 40% (below 2010 levels) by 2030. 

(Pages 37 - 39 of Sustainability Plan, Indicator 1A) 
• Increase the amount of electricity generated by renewable sources within the region to meet 25% of the region’s 

consumption by 2030. (Pages 37 - 39 of Sustainability Plan, Indicator 1B) 
• Increase the annual energy savings achieved through NYSERDA-funded commercial energy efficiency projects by 35% 

by 2020 and by 50% by 2030. (Pages 37 - 39 of Sustainability Plan, Indicator 1E) 
• Certify 20% of existing public buildings to ENERGY STAR® or similar energy-efficiency standards by 2030. (Pages 37 - 39 

of Sustainability Plan, Indicator 8B) 
• Increase the portion of new residential buildings built to ENERGY STAR® or similar energy-efficiency standards to 50% 

by 2030. (Pages 37 - 39 of Sustainability Plan, Indicator N/A) 
• Maintain current amount of electric power production within the region that is derived from sources that emit 

greenhouse gas pollution. (Pages 37 - 39 of Sustainability Plan, Indicator 1B) 



 

 

Water Management (pages 141 – 174 of Sustainability Plan) 
Goals 

• Conserve and protect the quality of the region’s water, air, land and wildlife resources without compromising the 
ability to meet current and future resource dependent needs. (Pages 166 - 168 of Sustainability Plan) 

Targets 
• Ensure no net increase in consumptive water withdrawals through 2030. (Pages 166 - 168 of Sustainability Plan, 

Indicator 5A) 
• Reduce the number of impaired water bodies in CNY by 50% by 2030. (Pages 166 - 168 of Sustainability Plan, Indicator 

5B) 
• Reduce the number of combined sewer overflows (CSOs) in CNY by 65% by 2030. (Pages 166 - 168 of Sustainability 

Plan, Indicator 7A) 
• Reduce the percentage of impervious surfaces in the Syracuse Urbanized Area from 21% to 18% by 2030. (Pages 166 - 

168 of Sustainability Plan, Indicator 5I) 
• Reduce air pollutant emissions by 25% for ozone, sulfur, particulates, and carbon monoxide by 2030. (Pages 166 - 168 

of Sustainability Plan, Indicator 9A) 

Economic Development (pages 175 – 206 of Sustainability Plan) 
Goals 

• Support the growth of a diverse economic base that will provide employment opportunities for a broad cross section 
of citizens across the five-county region. (Pages 195 - 196 of Sustainability Plan) 

Targets 
• Increase the region’s current population of 791,500 to 1 million residents by 2050. (Pages 195 - 196 of Sustainability 

Plan, Indicator N/A) 
• Increase the regions’ current number of jobs from 320,000 to 405,000 by 2030. (Pages 195 - 196 of Sustainability Plan, 

Indicator 6B) 
• Increase the region’s per capita income to equal or exceed the national average by 2030. (Pages 195 - 196 of 

Sustainability Plan, Indicator 6K) 
• Improve the region’s national economic strength index rating to a “Top 50” score. (Pages 195 - 196 of Sustainability 

Plan, Indicator 6M)  
• Increase the number of clean-energy jobs in Central New York as measured by the Brookings Institute by 25% over the 

next 20 years. (Pages 195 - 196 of Sustainability Plan, Indicator 6B) 

Land Use (pages 119 – 140 of Sustainability Plan) 
Goals 

• Manage the region’s economic and physical development through the efficient and equitable use of land to conserve 
its natural and cultural resources and revitalize its urban cores, main streets and existing neighborhoods. (Pages 130 - 
131 of Sustainability Plan) 

Targets 
• Reduce the amount of land occupied in Central New York on a per capita basis to 0.225 acres per person. (Pages 130 - 

131 of Sustainability Plan, Indicator 3A) 
• Increase the number of acres of critical conservation areas in Central New York by 25%. (Pages 130 - 131 of 

Sustainability Plan, Indicator 3J) 
• Create 50 new miles of dedicated cycle tracks along major commuting corridors by 2030. (Pages 130 - 131 of 

Sustainability Plan, Indicator N/A) 
• Reduce the percentage of household income spent on housing and transportation costs in Central New York by 10%. 

(Pages 130 - 131 of Sustainability Plan, Indicator 6A) 
• Support activities that maintain or increase the level of farmland in the region, currently at 815,000 acres. (Pages 130 - 

131 of Sustainability Plan, Indicator 6E) 
 



 
 
 

Climate Change Adaptation (pages 243 – 274 of Sustainability Plan) 
Goals 

• Adapt successfully to a changing climate and improve the resilience of the region’s communities, infrastructure and 
natural systems. (Pages 266 - 267 of Sustainability Plan)  

Targets 
• Reduce per capita regional greenhouse gas emissions to 40% below 2010 levels by 2030. (Pages 266 - 267 of 

Sustainability Plan, Indicator 9A) 
• Increase the number of communities participating in the NFIP community rating system from 2 to 10. (Pages 266 - 267 

of Sustainability Plan, Indicator 7B) 
• Complete 25 community vulnerability assessments by 2030. (Pages 266 - 267 of Sustainability Plan, Indicator 9A) 
• Increase the number of climate smart communities in CNY from 13 to 26 by 2020 and to 40 by 2030. (Pages 266 - 267 

of Sustainability Plan, Indicator 7C, 7E, 7F, 7I) 
• Reduce the percentage of the region’s total land value found in floodplains from 14% to 10% by 2030. (Pages 266 - 267 

of Sustainability Plan, Indicator 7E) 

Waste Management (pages 207 – 242 of Sustainability Plan) 
Goals 

• Improve the environmental performance and the economic development and job creation potential of the region’s 
material management systems by reducing the production of waste and increasing materials reuse, recycling and 
energy recovery. (Pages 221 - 223 of Sustainability Plan) 

Targets 
• Reduce regional total solid waste generated per capita, including MSW, C&D, hazardous and industrial materials, by 

75% (below 2010 levels) by 2030. (Pages 221 - 223 of Sustainability Plan, Indicator 4A) 
• Reduce the amount of MSW generated and then disposed of in landfills or via energy recovery by 82% (below 2010 

levels) by 2030. (Pages 221 - 223 of Sustainability Plan, Indicator 4C) 
• Reuse 50% of C&D waste by 2030. (Pages 221 - 223 of Sustainability Plan, Indicator N/A) 
• Increase the amount of food and yard waste composted by 75% by 2030. (Pages 221 - 223 of Sustainability Plan, 

Indicator N/A) 
• Increase the number of dairy farm-based anaerobic digesters operating in the region from seven to 20 by 2030. (Pages 

221 - 223 of Sustainability Plan, Indicator 1B) 


