RETRIEVE BILL

LAWS OF NEW YORK, 2009
CHAPTER 487

AN ACT to amend the public authorities law, in relation to establishing
the "green jobs-green New York act of 2009"; and to amend the state
financ¢e law, in relation to establishing the green jobs-green New York
fund ‘

Became a law October 9, 2009, with the approval of the Governor.
Passed by a majority vote, three-fifths being present.

The People of the State of New York _represented in Senate and Assem-—

bkly, do enact_as follows:

Section 1. Legislative findings. The legislature finds and declares
that promoting widespread dissemination of energy conservation and clean
enaexgy technologies represents a clear and cost-effective strategy for
communities in New York state to curtail the emission of greenhouse
gases and harmful air contaminants, reducing dependence on fossil fuels,
lowering housing costs, supporting community development and creating
green jobs to sustain and enhance our economy. These jobs will provide
meaningful employment opportunities for displaced workers, the long~term
unemployed and new workforce entrants. Installation of energy efficiency
improvements to reduce the loss or waste of energy will allow consumers
to pay for these improvements through energy savings over & rxeasonable
period of time. However, lack of affordable and accessible financing for
many owners of residential properties, small businesses and non-profit
organizations has hindered progress in fully realizing the promise of
these technologies. Therefore, it is the intent of the legislature to
enact a "Green .Jobs-Green New York" program to perform energy-efficient
retrofits at no initial cost to residential property owners, with the
ultimate goals of improving at least one million residential units . over
the next five years, creating thousands of new green jobs, training
workers to £ill them and demonstrating the effectiveness of innovative
financing mechanisms in reaching this goal. .

§ 2. Article 8 of the public authorities law is amended by adding a
new title 9~A to read as follows:

TITLE 9-A
GREEN JOBS-GREEN NEW YORK PROGRAM
Section 1890, Short title.
1891, DBefinitions.
1892, Purpose,
1893, Administration by the authorltg.
1894. Competitive grants for cutreach, enrollment and _related
services,
1895, Energy audits,
1896. Green jobs-green New ¥York revolving loan fund.
1897. _ Training mervices.
Advisory council.
__Annual reporting.
lﬂ99-a Fundg, admipistration and evaluation and coordination.
EXPLANATION~-Matter in italics is new; matter in brackets [—] is old law

to be omitted.
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§ 1891. Definitions., Bs used in this section, the following terms

shall have the following meanings:
1. "Applicant” means a person who owns, leases or manages a_ structure
the

nity, and which is supported by, or whose actions are directed by,

members of the community in which it operates,

4. "Distribution utility" means any gas or electric _corporation

providing gas_or electricity to end use consumerg that is a public util-

ity company, including a municipality, or a public utility authority

-orggnized pursuant to article five of this chapter.
5. "Bligible preciect” means _qualified energy efficiency services for

a

non-residential structure, a residential structure or —a multi-family

6. “Energy audit" means a formal evaluation of a building's energy

consumption for the purpose of identifying methods to improve energy

.efficiency and conserve energy, including associated health and safety

10. "Not-for-profit corporation” means a coxporation defined in subdi-

vision .five of paragraph {a) of section one hundred two of the not-for-

profit corporation law,

11, "pProgram” means the green jobs-green New York enerqgy coanservation

12. “Qualified enerqgy efficiency services" means a modification to a

structure, based on recommendations contajned in an energy audit

consistent with standards esftablished by the authority, that will

increase the energy efficiency and conservation of an existing struc-—

rials around doors, windows, and other areas of a building for the

purpose of insulating or_sealing openings in the building envelope and

within the bujilding to mitigate energy loss;

(b} testing, repairing and replacing heating or cocoling systems or

(e) roof, chix fireplace and roof vent repair, imsofar as

ey,

such

repairs are determined by an enerqy audit to be necessary to mitigate

energy loss or resol

httre finvolre cfate ny e MV O RNV hetfemo A~ TNITTRDVTVDE_DAIT T NN QECCVD Y

15909010



RETRIEVE BiLL

3 CHAP. 487

Page 3 of 9

(i) addition of insulation to exterior walls or cejlings;

{1) replacement of inefficient light bulbgs and lighting fixtures and

systems;

{k) minor repairs that are necessary to ensure maximum efficjency from

ings can be demonstrated pursuant to standards established by the

authority. .

hundred thirty-one of the economic development law.

15, "Structure” means (a) a non-residential structure, (b) a _residen-

of clean energy technologies;
2. reduce energy consumption and enerqy costs;
3. _reduce greenhouse gas emissions;

Within six months of the

__hereby _authorized and

department of gpvironmgptal congervation. The authority is authorized

and directed to:

1. use monies made avaijable for the program pursuant to section eigh-

Program; .

2. enter ’'into  contracts with .constituency-based organizations and

other entities through the competitive grants process authorized by this

title;
3. enter into contracts with _one or more program implementers._

4. exercise such other powers as are necessary for the proper adminis-

tration of"theﬂprogram.
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notices _or requests for proposals to solicit applications from partner-

2. In awayding grants, the authority shall:

(a) target communities in areas where energy costs are particularly
high in _relation to a measure of median household income as determined

by the authofitg; or which have been designated as a nonattainment area
for one_or more pollutants pursuant to section 107 of the federal Clean

(h) give preference in awards to applicants that_ _include significant

of the state; and

(d)__award _a sufficient number of grants to make it possible to fully

provide home heating oil, propane and other petroleum-based heating
products to develop innovative financing mechanisms for energy efficien-
cy retrofits.

(c)  The authority shall consult with the division of housipng and

community renewal and the council established pursuant to section eigh-

"teen hundred ninety-eight of this title to develop strategies to miti-
gate any adverse economic impact of the program on _tenants, _ including

but not limited to residents of in rent-regulated housing or recipients

';s_rgall business or not-for-profit corporation wi__t_-._b ten or fewer _employ-

e8s..
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3. The authority shall establish a schedule of fees for energy audits

based on the type and nature of the energy audit and other relevant

considerations., The schedule shall include a sliding scale which
provides that audit fees shall be waived for residential applicants

whose demonstrated income is less than two times the median county

household income, and the full fees shall he paid by applicants whose

median county household _income is not less -than four times the median

county household income. Applicants whose demonstrated incomes fall

not-for-profit corporations with temn or fewer employees.

§ 1896, Green iohs:gréenmﬂew York revolving loan fund. 1. {a} There is

hggggxh'creaggg_ a green jobs-green New York revolving lean fund. The

(i) all moneys made available for the purpose of_ the revolving loan

fund pursuant to segtion eighteen hundred ninety-nine-a of this title;

(ii}) payments of principal and interest made pursuant te loan or

financing agreements entered into with the authority or its designee

ciency services for non-residential structures. The initial balance of

the residential account established in_ clause (i) _of _this paragraph

shall represent at least fifty percent of the total balance of the two

_revolving

(iii)y exercise such other powers asg are necessary for the proper

.2, (a) The authority shall provide financial assistance in the form_gg
loans for the performance of gqualified energy efficiengy 8services for

oped by the authority;
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is made, the authority is -authorized to consider whether the applicant
or borrower has received, or is eligqible to receive, financial assist-
ance and other incentives from any other source for the qualified enerqgy

efficiency services which would be the subject of the loan.
(¢} Applications for financial assistance pursuant_to this section

tion of energy savings. Such standards shall meet or exceed the stand-
ards used by the authority for similar programs in existence on the
effective date of this section. :

{d) The amount of a fee paid for an

!:.!gxigw_e_z;._ : -
§  1B9). Training services. 1. The authority, in consultation with the

department of labor, shall enter into contracts with constituency-based
organizations, workforce development organizations, labor organizations,

the "green jobs-green New York program” with employment and _training

. services. Such coantracts shall provide for (a) training of jindividuals

to participate in outreach and marketing activities, perform energy
audits and provide qualified enerqy efficiency services and_ (b)

services authorized pursuant to this subdivision shall
yut not be limited to:

(b)_ work-readiness and entry-level technical training to individuals

with weak work histories; '
(c) apprenticeship gqualifying, apprenticeship and labor-management

renewal programs;
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{f) work support, where appropriate and to_the extent that funding is
available, to individuals who obtain employment thiough the "green jobs-
green New York program” created by this title, to assist such individ-
uals to retain employment and continue to upgrade their skills.

3. For guality assurance purposes, organizations providing training

services pursuant to this section shall possess certifications and

the department of labor.
4. _The authority, im cooperation with the department of labor, shall

facilitate coordination between constituency-based organizations, work-
force development organizations, labor organizations and auditing_and

(b) access training services available through the department of
labor; and

{e)_ .apply for available federal funding for appropriate training
services pursuant to the provigions of the american recovery and rein-
vestment act of 2009 (Public Laws 111-5) and_any other applicable feder-
al_law.

6. The department of labor shall coordinate with the authority in.

§ 1898. Advisory council. 1. The authority shall establish a green

dchs-green New_ York advisory council to advise the authority on the
council shall consist

{a) the president of the authority; the

commissioner of housing and community renewal;

or the designees of such persons; and

{b) representatives of constituency-based community groups; consumer

advocates on  utility and housing issues; community-based workforce

development groups; unions, including building trades and property

services; home performance contractorg; _ large-scale construction

2. The president of the authority shall serve as the chair of the
council .,

ten and October first of each year thereafter, theﬁgﬁésident of the

authority's acgtivities related to _the green jobs - _green -New York

program created pursuant to this title. Such report shall iaclude, but
not _be limited to the following information:
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performed pursuant to section gighteen hundred ninety-five of_ _this

title; (b) any other contracts entered into relating to the program; and

2. The status of the authority's activities and outcomes related to
section eighteen hundred ninety-four of this title. Such report shall
include, but not be limited to: (a) contracts entered into pursuant to

section eighteen hundred ninety-four of this title; (b) the geographical
area or areas served by each entity; (c) the amount of the grants

54'The status of the authority's activities and outcomes related to

section _eighteen hundred ninety-six of this title. Such report shall

include, but not be limited to: (a) the pumber of persons who hayve

applied for and regeived financial assistance through the reyvolving loan
fund; (b} the revolving loan fund account balances; (¢) the number of

4. The status of the authority's activities and outcomes related to

tive financing mechanisms as__described in subdivision one of section

eighteen hundred ninety-four of this title;

training services; (b) the type of trainipg services provided to_ such

individuals; (c) the identity of organizations providing training

program. '
§ 1899-a. Funds, administration and evaluation and coordination. 1.
The authority is authorized to accept, as agent of the state, any qgift,

teen hundred ninety-three through section eighteen hundred ninety-nine
- of this title, inclusive.
2. The authority shall be entitled Lo recover from the monies made

for the authority's evaluation costs shall not exceed five percent of
the monies made available for the program.
§ 3. Subdivision 4 of section 1855 of the public authorities law, as
added by chapter 210 of the laws of 1962, is amended to read as follows:
4. To make rules and regqulations governing the exercise of its corpo-

rate powers and the fulfillment of its corporate purposes under this
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title and title nine-A of this article, which shall be filed with the
department of state in the manner provided by section one hundred twe of
the executive law.

§ 4. The commissioner of the department of environmental conservation

 shall provide for the deposit of $112,000,000 of revenues collected

under direct oversight by the department of environmental conservation,
from the auction of any emissions allowances for air contaminants to the

‘green jobs-green Mew York fund established pursuant to section 99-g of

the state finance law. ,

8 5. The state finance iaw is amended by adding a new section %9-gq to
read as follows: :

§ 99-g. Green jobs-green New York fund, 1. There jis hereby estab-

“lished_in the joint custody of the state comptroller and the commission-

er of taxation and finance _a special fund to_be known as the “"green

2, Monies in the green jobs-green New York fund shall be kept sepa-—
rately from and shall not be commingled with any other monies in the

joint_or sole custody of the state comptroller or the commissioner of
taxation and finance. Any interest received by the comptroller on

§ 6. This act shall take effect immediately.

The Legislature of the STATE OF NEW YORK ss:

Pursuant to the authority vested in us by section 70~b of the Public
Officers Law, we hereby Jjointly certify that this slip copy of this
session -law was printed under our direction and, in accordance with such
section, is entitled to be read into evidence.

MALCOLM A, SMITH . ' SHELDON SILVER
Temporary President of the Senate Speaker of the Assembly
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